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The order of elefting Miniſters, Elders, and 
' Deacons, 

The aſſemblie of the Miniſtery. 

eA order for the interpretation of the Sexipe 


EHTES, 


eA confeſſion of our ſumes vſed before the | 


ſermon. | 
eA generall Prayer after the ſermon for the 
whole *eſtate of Chriſtes Church. 
Other ſorts of prayer to be wſed after the ſer- 
mon,the Sunday ,and day of publique Pray- 


er. 
The miniftration of Baptiſme and the Lordes 


Supper, [ 
9 The forme of Mariage, the Viſitation of the 


ficke,and the manner of buriall. . 
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I beleexe 


(A CONFES- 
SIONOF THE 


FAYTH, OF THE 
CHVRCHES OF 
ENGLAND, 


BELEEVE (a) 5 Roma 


#2: God the 4 and confeſle, (6b) eFmnee ed 
Father Al- &&þ 1 89 my Lorde God, e- 
'- mighty,ma Rf) & $8? ternal,infinite,vn- 
ker of hea- READ), + meaſurable,incom 
we cr earth * "RS" prehenſible, inni- 


ſible, (c) & almighty,moſt merci- < Gene. r. 
full, moſt iuſt,and.onely wiſe: one 7 oF... 
ſubſtance & (4) three perſons, the 1iobn.z. 
Father,the Sonne, and the holye © 
Ghoſt. 

I Belcue alſo,that the Father, by , ,,. .- 
his almightye (e)power and wiſe- fron, 
dome, hath not onely of (f ) no- 4," 
thing created Heauen, Earth,and* pſalm.z3. 
all things therein contained, and $,jec5”* 


man after his own (; g)image,that Colloſe3s 
3 c 


EE renee et et et i a lad 
—_—_ —_ _ - — 


4 1 Cor. 
lohn.17. 

prouer.16, 
6 Marth.s, 
Luke 17. 

1.peter.s5, 
s Epheſ.1, 


4 Math.1. 
AQ 4» 
1.Tim 1, 
e [ohn.1 
Phi'lip.2. 
3.Tim.3. 
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he might in him be (a) glorified: 
but aiſo by a pes proul- 
dence gouerneth , maintayneth 
and preſerueth the ſame, accor- 
ding to the(c )purpoſe of his wil. 


Belecue alſo & confeſle ( 4) Ie- 
ſus Chriſt the onely Sauiour & 
Meſsias : who beeingequall with 
(e) God, made him ſelfe of no 
reputation, but tooke on him the 
ſhape of a ſeruant,and became(f') 


 * maninal thinges like ynto vs,{in 
except, to(g) aſſure vs of mer- 


eAnd 
in Jeſus 
Chrift hs 
only Sonne 
our Lord. 


cy & forgiuenes, For whe throgh 


our father (þ) Adams tranſgreſs1- 


on., wewere become children of _ 


perdition,there was no means to 


' » bring vs from that yoke of ſinne 


& damnation, (5) but onely Ieſus 


Chriſt our Lorde: who gluing vs. 


that by(&) grace , which was his 
by nature,made vs,throgh faith, 


., the (/) childre of God. For when 
the(»-)fulneſle of time was come,: 
he was cocciued by the power of, 


the (-)holy Ghoſt, borne of the 
Virgine Mary (according to the 


fieſh) and (os) preached in carth gir 


the 


Which was 
conceined 

by the holy 
Ghoſt ,borr 


of the.V ir- 


—_ 


Suffred 


vuder 
Pontius 
Pilate, was 
crucified, 
dead &- 
buried. 


H e deſCerr- 
&:d into hel 
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the Goſpell of ſaluation, till at 
length, by the enuy of the (a) 
Prieltes,he was guiltles condem- 
ned vnder Pontius Pilate:, then 
Preſident of Iury ,& moſte {laun- 
drouſly hanged & nayled on the 
Croſle betwixt two theeues, as a 
notorious treſpaſſer : where, ta- 
king vppon him-the (5) puniſh- 
ment of our finnes , hee deline- 


a Ioh. 7. 
Il.12, - 
Math. 1 2.27. 
luke 23. 
Ma.s3. 


b galathi.z, 


red ys from the curſe of: the - 


Law. 
And foraſmuch as hee, being 
only God,could not feele death, 
neither being onely man coulde 
ouercom death, being both God 
and man, he ſuffred in his huma- 
nity moſte cruel death, eng in 
himſelfthe anger & ſeuere 1udge- 
ment-of God, cue the extreame 
(c)tormentes of hell, and there- 
fore cried with a lowde vyoice,(d) 
My God, my God,why haſt thou 
forſaken me? 

Thus of his(e)free mercy with- 
out compulſion, hee offered vp 


' him ſelfe as the only ſacrifice to; 


purge the ſinnes of al the world: 


- 'o that all other ſacrifices for 


3 ſinne 


e ates 2, 
I.pcteri2, 


May, 


d Dole 22, 


Marh.27. 


e Ifay.sz. 


heb wes 9.10, 
galathians, x 
Tomans +45, 


Liohn. 1. 


s Caulloſ.z, 


þ Rom. 10, 
x.peter.1 

es Math.28, 
aRes.10. 
1.corinthi.xs5 
a4 Ole.1n, 
x.corinth. 1 5. 
2.COLLNT 3. 


e Rom.4. 


| F Ephe, 
John 14. 


Ephe. 2. 


£ Mark.16 1. 


ZE I Collaſ.z. 


Rom.8. 
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ſinne are blaſphemous and dero- 
gate from the ſutfficienciethere- 
of.The which dearh, albeit it did 
ſuffictentlye (4) reconcile vs to 
God,yet the ſcriptures common- 
ly doattribute our regeneration 
tohis(5)reſurre&tion, For,as by 
c) riſing againe from the graue 
_ third ray he choomuerred day he roſe 
death, euen ſo,the viory of our 4$*"* fro 
faith ſtandeth in his reſurre&i- 41%: 
on: and therefore without the 
one,we cannot feele the benehte 
of the other. For as by death(e) 
ſinne was taken away, {o he roſe 
againe for our righteouſneſſe. 
And becauſe he woulde(f) ac- 
complith all things,and take pol- 
ſeſsion for vs in his kingdome,he x7, ,2.,. 
(s) aſcended into heauen, -to en- 4 jxro 
large his kingdom by the aboun- p,,,.,,. 
dant giftes & power of his (þ){pi- 
rit:by whom we are moſt aſſured Ard farcth 
of his continual(/)interceſsion to ”, ,J* K 
God the Father for vs. Andal- , + 
though hee be in (4) heauen, as 1, F 
touching his corporal preſence, |, 
where the Father hath nowe ſer 4 


The third- 


Hebr.1.10.13- him at his ( t) right bande, com- mighty, 


mitting 


- 
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mitting vnto him the admini- 
ſtration of al (a)things, as well in « Ephe.s. 
Heauen aboue, asin the Earth 22: 
beneath,yet is he(b)preſentwith 5 Mar.z8, 
vs his members, cucn tothe end 
of the worlde, in preſeruing and 
gouerning vs with his effeQtuall 
power and grace, who(when all 
things are(c)tulhlled, which God « Az. 
hath ſpoken by the mouth of all 
his Prophets ſince the world be- 
gan)will come in the (d) ſame yi- 4 4%: 
ſible forme ,in the which hee aſ- 
From thece cended, with an vnſpeakable( e) *kil mo 
ſhall hee Maieſty,power,and company,to 
come to {eperate the lambes from the 
indge the goates, the clee from the re- 
quicke and probare : So that (f) none, whe- / Math. 24. 
the dead. © ther hee bee aliue then, or deade Jimi; re 
before , ſhall cſcape his iudge- »heſſ2.4. 


2,theſin.1, 


menr, , 2 .timothi.4, 


1 beleene y, A Oreouer,I belecue & con- 

in the holy feſſe the holy ghoſt,'g)God Prong 

Ghoſte. equall with the Father, and the : peter. :. 
Sonne, who regenerateth & ſan- }:£vrinthi.s.” | 
Rifieth vs, raleth and guideth vs atcs.17, 
into all trueth, perſuading moſte , ,_ | 
aſſuredly in _ (5) conlciences, dorm A, 

4 that 


4s Abae.3. 


Tum MsS.1T +I Os 


1.:ohn 3, 


b Iona, I7s 


c Math 16. 


ichn IN. 


romans.$. 
canticles.2, 


4 Fpheſi.:, 


colloſa r. 


I I2. 
| ee Ephehli. 
=f -Shefi, > 
 Pliilipans.3. 
 cnvloffians.2. 
© £ Aces 2.4« 
 TOmans.12, 

IS corinthi LA 
epheſagc, $ 

6 Koman, 11. 
s Ruman g 


| & Fphefi.rs 
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that we. be the children of God, 
brethren to Ieſus Chrilte , and 
fellowe-heires with him of life 
everlaſting . Notwithitanding 
it 1s not {utfhciente to belceue 
thar God is omnipotent, and 
mercitull: that Chriſt hath made 
ſatisfaction : or that: the holye 
Ghoſt hath his powerand effect, 
except we doe (a) apply the ſame 


benefires to our {clues which are 
Gods(b)ele&. 


] Belecue therfore and confeſſe 
one holy vniaerſal(c) Churche, 
which, as (4)the bodye of leſus 


Chriſt the(e)only head thereot 
(f)conſenteth in faith, hope,and 


charitie, vſing the giftes of God, g,;,.., 


(g)whether they be remporal, or 

pirituall,to the profite and fur- 
theraunce of the ſame. Which 
Churche 1s not(h) ſeene to mans 
eie,but only known to God,who 
hath ordcined ſome as (+) veſſels 
of wrath to damnation , to the 
praiſe of his 1uſtice : & hath cho- 
ſen otiers,(b)as veſlcls of honor, 
to bee ſaucd, to the praiſe of the 


glory 


T he haly 
Catholique 
Church, 

> the com- 


munon 


f 
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glory of his grace; the which al- 


1oinduerime,he calleth to faith, 


to {4) integrity of lite and godly , gun. 
conueriation , to inake them a Fpheſ.s. 
glorious Churche to himſelfe. 

Bur that Churche (6) whichis , ,,, 1 
viſible in the ſcueral congregati- :.Coras. 
ons, and ſcene to theeye, hath 
three tokens,or marks,wherby it 
may be known. Firlt the (c)Word c Mar.:8, 
of God cotcined in the olde and Rom-10- 
newe Teſtament : which as it is(4) EpheCz. 
aboue the authoritie of the ſame 192-10: 


Church,and onely(e)ſuthcient to One: 


inſtru&vs inall thinges concer- 7, Ph. 


ning faluarion: ſo is it left for (f) lohn.1o. 
all degrees of men , to read and 4-01 
vnderitande : for without this f,,. 
Word(s) neither Church, Coun- lobn.s. 
ſell, or Decree, can eſtabliſh any 5 Ephe.s. 


. T”- . Mart. 15, 
point touching ſaluation. | 


The ſ{econde 1s the holy (þ) Sa- » Mat.a6-2 


craments , towit,of Baptiſme,8: kobe, 
the Lordes ſupper: which Sacra © 
ments Chriſt hath lefr vnto vs as 

holy ſignes , and ſeates of Gods 
promiſes in him . For as by Bap- 
tiſme, once receyued, is ſignified 

that we,aſwel infants,as others of 

age 


8 23.Corin, 11 


is (f) Eccleſaſticall Diſcipline, 
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age and diſcretion, being(a)ſtran- 
gers from God by originall (inn, 
arc receiued into, his tamily and 
Congregatio,with full aſſurance, 
that although this root of {in lye 
hiddein vs,yet tothe cle ir ſhall 
not be(4)imputed:ſ{o the(c)Sup- 
per declareth, that god,as a moſt 
prouident father,doth not onely 
teed our bodies, but alſo ſpiritu- 
ally nouriſh our ſouls, (4)making 
ys partakers of his Sonne and all 
good thinges in him by Faith: 
which the Scripture calleth ca- 
ting of his fleſhe, and drinking of 
his bloude , Neither muſt we in 
the adminiſtration of theſe Sa- 
craments, follow mans phantaſy, 
but as -Chriſt him ſelfe hath or- 
dayned, ſo mult they be miniſte- 
red, & by ſuch as by (e) ordina- 
ry vocation are thefynto called, 
Therefore , whoſocuer worſhip- 
p:th theſe Sacraments,or contra- 
riwiſe contemneth them, procu- | 
reth to him ſelfe damnation. 
The third mark of this Church 


which ſtandeth in admonitio,ſe- 
| PCIas 
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peration, excommunication,and 
the curſe called eAnathema, in 
ſome ſpeciall caſes. 

Concerning the ciuill(a) Magt- 
Avarce cnduined of God to mnini- nd — wr 6 
ſter to enery man luſtice , defen- 7" 3. 
ding the good & puniſhing the , 
cuil, Lacknowledge we mult ren- 
der ynto them honour,& obedi- 
ence in all thinges , which are a- 
greeable to the Word of God. 

And as(b)Moſes,Ezechias,Ioſi- * kin 23 
as,and other godly rulers:purged 2-chro.39.35, 
the Church of God from ſuper- | 
ſtition,& idolatry ; ſo,where ſuch 
are, the reformation and defence 
of Chriſts Church appertaine to < 3Tim.4. 
the Chriſtian Magiltrates,againſt wa.r;. 
al idolaters & heritiks,as Papilts, Iay.29. 
Anabaptiſts,family of Loue, with 8... 
ſuch like members of Antichriſt, :-lobn.z. 
to root out al(c)dodrin of diuels Ga.;, 
and men, as the Maſſe, purgato- Cellofz. |. 
ry,Limbus patrum,praier to ſaints, 1Tm.s, | 
and for the dead,free-will,ſuper- Mat 9. | 
ſtitious diſtin&ion of meates,ap- ; Croid 
parell, and dayes,yowes of ſingle 20976 f 
life, preſence at idol ſeruice,mans rom.z. | 
merits,with ſuch like:which draw 7793: 

| V3 


Cs am. = - 


g— I ——_— 


' 1 Theſ.4.5 
2hn 5. iſai.16 


1 Corm.13, 


.lohn. 3, 


. Teremi.3 
:brues.s. 
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THE CONFESSION * 
vs from the ſociety of Chriſtes The for. 


« + 33 Church, wherein (a) onely is re- Lineneſſe of 
mers misfion of ſinnes, purchaſed by {;rxes, 
2.corinth.z Chriſtes bloud, to all them thar 
ehel>  belecue, whether they be Iewes, 
or Gentiles,and leade vs to vain 
confidence in creatures,and truit 
i our owne imaginations . The 
puniſhment whereof , although 
þ verer 2 : , 
iude 1. God oftentimes (5) deferrethin 
_ this life ; yet after the generall 
> cs 24 . . 
j corinth. 15 Erie aqunrvy agen the bodies 
pbilip.3 all riſe again to: bee 1oyned to 
I theilalo.g . "57" . 
their ſoules in immortality, they The reſur- 
{ 2 Theilal. 4 $% : 

: ioknz ſhall be(d)damned to vnquench- 7ettion of 
ſay 39. io-5 2blefire:and then we,wbich haue the bodie. 
forſaken all mans wiſedome, to 
cleaue ynto Chriſte, ſhall heare 

-Math,z5; That toyfull yoice : (e) Come yee 


bleſſed of my father, inherite yee 
the kingdome prepared for you 
fro the beginning of the world: 
and fo ſhall go triumphing with 
him,in (f) wn and ſ{oule, to 
remaine cuerlaſtinglye in glory, | 
where wee ſhall bs 'G O Bc pg Hog 
face to face, and ſhall no more 
, need one to inſtru& an other : 
for weſhal al()knowe him _ 
tne 


uerlaſting. 
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the higheſt to the loweſt . To which true 
God, the Father , the Sonne,and the holye 
Ghote, be all praiſe, honor, and glory,now 
and cuer. So beir. 


OF THE PASTORS, 


THEIR OFFICE, ELECTI- 


ON, AND ORDINA- 
T1ON, 


() 


w HAT THINGES: et RE 
| chiefly required in the Paſtors. 


Er the Church(a)firit diligent- 
z {3-69 ly conſider, that he which is to 
© E238 be choſen Paſtor, be not found 

NS =1 (5) culpable of any ſuch faults, 
as Saint. Paule reprehendeth 

in 2 man ofthatyocation: bur contrariwiſe, 
indued with ſuch vertues, that he may be a- 
ble to vnder-take his charge, and diligently 
exccute the ſame.Secondly,that he(c)diſtri- 
bute faithfully the Worde of God,& mini- 
{ter theSacramers fincerely,euer (d) careful 


_— - 


' alſovpon cauſe priuatly to admonyſh them: 
remembring alwaies,thatif any thing(c)pe- 
riſhe through his defaulte, theLord will re- 
quire itat his hand. 


not onely.to teache hisflocke publikly, but : 


OF. 


a At.1,13, 
14- 


6 1 Timor 3 
2,timocthie 2. 4 
ezechiel 33. | 
1eremie 3, 
10hn 21, 

iſaie 62. 
1.corinthi. g, 


c 2. Tim.2« - 
r,corinthi.q, ! 
math. 25,29 
1,corinthi z, 
20s 
2.tim 4. k 


es Erechi.z, 
2.corinth. 2 : 


E 


"OF THE MINIST. 4 


| OF THEIR OFFICE AND 
DVETY. 


| 


A 1 Corint.s B Ecauſe the charge of the Word of God 

- of is of greater (4) importance,then that 
any man 1s & able todiſpenſe therewith: and 
$ 1Corine., 5+ Paule exhorteth to (6) cſteeme them,as 
2 coriath.; miniſters of Chriſte, and diſpoſers of Gods 
2.corinch.;, Myſteries: not (c) Lords or rulers, as Saint 
F. 26 Peterſayth,ouer the flocke : Therefore the 
| Paſtors & miniſters cheefe office ſtandeth, 


= ther then horny rae place. 


| to excommunicate, then it belongeth to 
#1 Corin.zg, the Miniſter, according to their (f) gene- 
rall determination to pronounce the {en- 
tence, to the end that all thinges may be 
; tCeriv.r5, done (s) orderly, and without confuſion, 


OF THEIR ELECTION 
AND ORDINATION. 


T HE Elders and thee, at the leaſt, - of 


the Miniſters nextadioyning , at ſuch 
tune 


7 - OF THE MINIST. 


time as there wanteth 2 miniſter in anye 
Congregation,(a)afſemble the whole Con- . a8 :r, 
| gregation, exhorting them to aduiſe and 435 14, 
. cohider who may belt ſerue in that roome 
and office . And if there be choiſe , the 
Church appoint twoor three vppon ſome 
certaine day,to be examined by thoſe Mi- 
niſters and Elders. 
Firſt,as toucking their (5) DoErin,whe- 
ther he that ſhould be Miniſter haue good 9, 7m 
and ſound knowledge in the holie Scrip- 
tures, and fit & apt gifts to communicate 
the ſameto theedification of the people. 
For the triall whereof, they propoſe him a 
theame, or text to bee treated priuately, 
whereby his ability may the more mani- 
teſtly appeare vnto-them. 
Secondly; they inquire of his life and 
conuerſation, if he hauc in times paſt liued 
without ſlander, and gouerned him ſelfe 
in ſuch ſort as the worde of God hath not ' | 
(c)heard euill,or beene ſlandered through * Romen,a, 
his occaſion, which being ſeuerally done, :,Samue.s, 
they ſignifye to the Congregation, whoſe * *®=othys-. 
Rus they finde moſt meet, & profitable 
or that miniſtery:appointing allo by a'ge- 
neral conſent twenty days at the leaſt, that þ 
| euery man may diligetly inquire of his lite 
T0 and manners: with warning that if in that 
| ("5 ume 


aAdtes.13,14- 
luke,z, oh 


b r.Thef.5, 

colloſ;. 

i efians ſy 
Ian I, 
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time no iuſt exception bee taken, their {i- 
lence ſhall be accounted as their tree con- 
ſent. | 

At the yyhich time alſo,one of the Mini- . 
ſters exhorteth them to humble tlic {clues 
to God, by(a) taſting and prater,thar both 
theirele&ion may be agreeable to his will, 
and alſo profitable to the Church. And if 
in the meane ſcaſon,any thing be brought 
againſt him, whereby he may be found vn- 
worthy by lawful proofe,then is he diſini{- 
ſed,8& ſome other preſented.If no ſuthceurt 
matter be alledged againſt him within the 
time appointed; then one of the Miniiters 
afore the morning ſermon, declaring 116 
1uſt exception to be taken againittiie prc- 
ſented, and therefore the party as choſen 
with free conſent of the Miniſters, Elders 
and the whole Congregation, to be ordai- 
ned; frameth his ſermon,or ſome part the: 
of,to the ſetting foorth of the duety of the 
Miniſter and the Church : and ſo gijueth 
(5)thankes to God with requeſt of ſuch 

things,as ſhall be neceſlary for his office. 
After that, he is to be ordained by the 
laying on of the hads of the Elderſhip,with 
theſe wordes pronounced by the Miniſter 
thereunto appointed : [According to this 
lawfull calling, agrecableto the Worn ef 
God, 
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God, whereby thou art choſen Paſtorin 
the name of God;ſtand thou charged with 
the paſtorall charge of this people , ouer 


which the holy(a) ghoſt hath made thee 0. » A520, 


-uerſcer,to gouern this flock of God,which 
he hath purchaſed with his bloud. 

This done, the people fing a Pſalme 
.and depart. 


OF DOCTORS, THEIR OF- 


FICE, ELECTION AND 
ORDINATION. 


Here is alſo another ſorte of Mini- 
ers, called Doors, or Teachers: 


whoſe office is to inſtru and teach the 
-faithful in ſound DoErine,by expounding 


the Word, teaching the principal points of 


religio: & prouiding with al diligence,that 
the purity of the Goſpell be not corrupt, 
either throgh ignoraunce,or euil opinion. 
The Docours ele&ion & ordination, is 
as the Paſtors: the prayer triall & words of 
ordination reſpe&ing his ſpeciall office, 


OF ELDERS, THPIR OFFICE, 


ELECTION AND OR. 
DIN ATION, 


, T HE (6) Elders muſt be men of good 
- 4 life, and godly conuerſation,without 
[- 5 tha B blame 


- 


4 Nom.rr. 
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rTOMAans.12, 
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blame and all ſaſpicion , carefull for the 
flocke,wyſc,and aboue all thinges, fearing 
God. 

Whoſe office ſtandeth in governing with 
the reſt of the Miniſters,in coſulting,admo- 
niſhing,corre&ing,8& ordering al things,ap- 
pertayning to the comely direEion of the 
congregation. They difter tro the Miniſters, ' 
in that they preach not the Worde,nor mi- 
niſter the Sacraments. In afſembling the 
people, neither they without the Minilters, 
nor the Miniſters without the may attempt 
any thing . And if anye of the tait number 
want,the Miniſter by the conſent of the reſt 
warneth the people thereof, and finally ad- 
moniſheth them to obſerue the ſame order 
which was vſed in chuſing the Mintiters. 

Their ele&ion and ordination 1s as 
the Paſtours : the prayer,triall,;and wordes 
_ ordination,reſpeQing their ſpeciall of- 


OF THE DEACONS, THEIR 


OFFICE, ELE CTION,AND 
ORDINATION, 


T HE (a)Deacons muſt be menof good 

eſtimation 8& reporr, diſcrete,of good 

conſcience,charitable, wiſe, and finally > 
| due 
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dued with ſuch vertues, as S2int Paule re- 
quireth in them. Thezr otfice is to gather 
the almeſle diligently,8 faithfully to(a)dt- 
ſtribute it, with the conſecart of the Mini- 
ſers, and Elders : Alſo,to prouide for the 
ſicke and impotent perſons, hauing cuera 
diligent care,that the charity of godly me, 
be not waſted vpon(b)loyterers, & idle va- 
gaboundes. TheireleRion 1s,as hath been 


afore rehearſed in the Elders, if they bee 


choſen at the ſame time. Their ordination 


4 Rom12. 


b 2 Thel.3. 


to be with praicr,and by wordes,teſpeRing 


their ſpectall office. 
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THE MINISTERS AND 
ELDERS, 


T O the intent,that the Miniſterye of 
Gods Word may be had in renerence, 
and not brought to contempt through the 
euil{({a)conuerſation of ſuch , as are called 
therevnto, and alfo that fanltes and vices 
may not by long ſufferaunce ( 6 ) growe at 
length toextreame inconueniences,1t 15 or- 
dayned that weekely the Miniſters and El- 
ders in their aſſembly or Conſfiſtory,dilt- 
gently (c) examine all ſuch faultes and ſuſ- 
picions,as may be efpicd,not only amongſt 

2 others, 


4 Romargs, 2, 
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others , but chiefly amongelſt them-ſelues, 
leaſt they ſzme to be culpable of that which 
our Sautour Chriit (a) reproued in the Pha- 
riſces, who coulde eſ{pic a mote in an other 


"mans eye, and coulde not ſce a beame in 


their owne. 

And becauſe the (6b) eye ought to bee 
more cleare then rhe reſt of the body, the 
Miniſter can not be {potted with any vice, 
but to the great {launder of Gods Word, 
whoſe meſlage he beareth. Therefore it is 


to bee ynderſtande thar there be certaine 


faultes, which if they be deprehendedin a 
Miniſter , by like authoritic as he was clec- 
ted, he ought to be depoſed : as for Papi- 
ſtrie,or other Herefic, Anabaptiſtrie,for fe- 
lonie,for beeing a drunckarde,an vſurer, a 
gameſter,or giuen to filthic lucre:with ſuch 
_ 

Others are not ſo greeuous, if ſo-be that 
after brotherly admonition he amend his 
fault:as ſtraunge and ynprofitable faſhion 
in preaching the Scriptures, curioſity in 
ſeeking vain queſtions,negligence aſwell in 
his ſermons and in ſtadying the ſcriptures, 
as In all other thinges concerning-his vo- 
cation; ſcurrilitie, flattering, lying, bacbi- 
ting,wanton wordes,deceit,couctouſneſle, 
taunting, diſſolution in apparell, — yer: 
other 
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other his doinges , which vices as they bee 
odious inall men , ſozin him that ought to 
be as an(a)example of perteQtion to others, 
they are in no wiſe to be ſuffered:eſpecially, 
if ſo bethat according to Gods (6) rule, be- 
ing brotherly aduertiſed, he acknowledge 
not his fault and amend . The ſame rule 1s 
to be followed in like caufes with the reſt 
that haue charge in the Church. 


OF PVBLIKE EXERCISES IN 
| THE ASSEMBLY. 


INTERPRETATION OF. 
the $ criptures. 


EV ERY weekeonce the congregation, 
which may conueniently., aflemble to 
heare ſome place of the Scriptures orderly 
(chexpounded. At which time it 1s lawfull 
tor ſuch men, as are allowed thereynto 
by the Elderſhip, to ſpeake as God ſhall 
moue their hearts,and the text miniſter oc- 
caſion : ſo it be without pertinacitie or dif- 
daine,as one that rather ſeeketh to-profite, 
then tocontend. Andif fo be any conten- 
tionriſe, then ſuch as are appointed mole- 
rators; either fatiſhe thepartie,orels if he 
ſeeme to cauil,exhort him to keepe filence, 

3 refer- 
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referring the indgement therof to the Mi- 
niſters,8 Elders,to be determined in their 
aſſembly/before mentioned. 


qVppon thedayes appointed for the preaching ofthe 
VVord,when a conucnient number of the Congre- 
gation are come together, that they may make fruite 
of their preſence,til the aſſembly be full,one,appoin- 
ted by the Elderſhip,ſhall read fome Chapters of the 
Canonicall-bookes of Scripture, finging Plalmes 
berweene at lus diſcretion:and this reading to bee in 
order as the bookes and Chapirers followe , thac ſo 
from time to time the holy Scriptures may bee reade 
thorough.But vpon ſpeciall occaſion, ſpeciall Chap- 
ters may be appointed. VVhenthe houre,appoinred 
for the ſermon is come,beginning with. theſe words 
vialm.rs, [Our helpe be in the name ofthe Lorde, vyho hath 
made both Heauen and Earth, Jvſeth after the Con- 
ſeſſion follovving, or the like in effeR, ſaying tothe 
people:Ler vs fall dorvne before the Maieſty of AL 
mighty God humbly confeffing our finnes,8& follow 

in your hearts the tenor. of my vyords. 


THE CONFESSION OF OVR SINNES 
VSED BEFORE THE SERMON. 


Eternall God and moft mercifullFa- 

AJZ ther, we confefle, and acknowledge 

here before thy diuine Maicſtic, that wee 

: omans.z are milerable(a)finners, (6) conceiued and 
b pfame. 5r, DOrne in finne and iniquitie, ſo thatin vs 
p =— 7- there is no(c)goodnefle . For the(d)flcſh c- 
uermore 
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uermore rebelleth againſt the ſpirit, wher- 
by we continually tranſgrefle thine holye 
preceptes and commaundementes, and ſo 
purchaſe to our ſelues through thy iuſte 
indgement(z death and damnation. Not- 
withſtanding , o heauenlye Father, foraf- 
much as thou halt vouchſafed to offer par- 
don to all that repent, and ſeeker in the 
name of thy beloued Sonne Chriſt Teſus; 
- & that by thy grace we are diſpleaſed with 
our ſclues for the ſinnes thatwe haue com- 
mitted againſt thee,and do vnfaynedly re- 
pent ys of the ſame, we moſt humblye be- 
ſeech thee for Ieſus Chriſtes ſake, to ſhewe 
thy mercye yppon vs, to forgiue vs all our 
ſinnes,and to increale thine hoiy Spirite in 
vs,that we(5)acknowledging from the bot- 
tome of our hearts our owne vnrighteouſ- 
neſfle, maye from hencefoorth not onelye 
mortifie our ſinnefull luſtes and affe&ions, 
burtalſo bring foorth ſuch fruites, as maye 
pleaſe thee : not for any worthineſle ther- 
of; but for the(c)merires of thy dearely be- 
loued Sonne Ieſus Chriſt our onely Saui- 
our,whom thou haſt already gtuen an ob- 
lation and offering for our ſinnes, and for 
whoſe(a) ſake we are certainly perſwaded, 
that thou wilt denie vs nothing, that we 
ſhall aske in his name, according to thy 
4 will 
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will. For thy(a)Spirite doth affure our con- 
ſciences, that thou art our mercifull Fa- 
ther,and ſo loueſt vs thy children through 
him, that (5) nothing 1s able to remooue 
thine heauenly grace and fauour trom vs. 
To thee therfore, © Father, with the Sonne 
and the holye Ghoſt, be all honor and glo- 
rie,world withoutend.So be it. 


1 his Confeffion made, the people finga Plalme as the 
_ Miniſter appoynteth : yvhich ended, the Miniſter 
prayeth for the aſſiſtance of Gods holy ſpirite , that 
the VVorde may be expounded faithfully,to the ho- 


nor ofhis Name, and the edification of the Charch; 


and that it may be received vvithſuch humilitic and 
obedience, as thervnto belongeth:concluding vvith 
the Lordes prayer . Then he readeththe text,al- 
vvayesto be taken out of ſome part of the Canoni- 
call Scriptures, and proceedeth to the ſermon . The 
ſermon ended, the Miniſter vſeth one of theſe pray- 
ers tolloyving, 


A PRAYER F.OrR-.TH-E 


VVHOLE STATE OF CHRISTES 
CHVYVRCH. 


" A Lmighty God, and moſt merciful Fa- . 


ther,we (a) humbly ſubmit ouer ſel- 
ues,and(b)fall downe before thy Maieſty, 
beſceching thee from the bottome of our 
hearts,that this (c)ſeede of thy word; now: 
ſowen 


25 PRAYERS. 


ſowen amongelt vs, may take ſuch deepe 
roote, that neither the burning heate of 
perſecution cauſc it to wither, neither rhe 
thorny cares of this lite. do choakeit: bur 
that as {cede {owne in good grounde, it 
may bring foorth thirty , ſfixty,or an hun- 
dred fold,as thine heaucnly wiſdome hath 
appointed. And becauſe wee haue' neede 
continually to craue many things at thine 
handes,we humbly beſcech thee, © Hea- 
uenly Father, to graunt vs thine holy (a) 
Spirice, to dire& our petitions, that they 
may proceede from ſuch a feruent minde, 
as may be agreeable to thy moſte blefled 
wlll. 

And ſecing that our infirmity is able (6) 


4 Luke.1r. 
romans.$, 
Lame, . 


-1tichn.s5. 


rTOMAans. 12+ 
wil. 9. 


6 2 Cor. 3, 


todo nothing without thine help, & that iobn. r9. 


thou art not ignorant with how many,and 
how great (c)tentations wee poote wret- 
ches are on cuery ſide incloſed and com- 
paſſed,ler thy ſtrength, 0 Lord, ſuſtaine our 
weakneſle, that wee, being defended with 
the force of thy grace, may be ſately pre- 


lip.2. 


c Pſal.4o, 
3 petels 


ſcrued againſt all aflaults of Satan,who go- 


eth about continually like (4) a roaring 11- 
on ſeeking to. deuour vs. (e) Increaſe our 
Faith, 0 mercifull Father, that we doe not 


{warue at any time from thine heauenly: 


Word, but augment in.ys hope and loue, 
| £ with 


d 1Pert.s. 
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with acare to keep all thy comandements, 

« pfalm.ys thatno (a)hardnefle of heart, no hypocrt- 

pebraes-3-4 {y,no (b)concupiſcence of the eyes,nor in- 

_  tiſements of the worlde,do drawe vs away 

from thine obedience. And ſeeing wee liue 

« 1 Timoi-4. now in theſe moſte (c) perillous times, ler 

:tmork.;, Thy fatherly prouidence defend vs againſt 

the violence of all. our enimies, which doe 

cuerye where purſue vs, but cheefly againſt 

the wicked rage and furious vprores of the 
Antichriſte ot Rome. 

Furthermore, foraſmuch as by thine ho- 

« 1.Tim.z. Jy Apoſtle,we bee taught to make our (4d) 

prayers, and ſupplications for all men,wee 

pray not onely for ourſclues here preſent, 

bur beſeech theealſo to reduce all ſuch as 

be yet ignorant, from the miſerable capti- 

uity of blindnefle and error, to the pure 

ynderſtanding of thine Heauenly trueth, 

p — that we all with one (e) conſent and vnitic 

epheſ.q, of mindes,may worſhip thee our only God 

and Sauiour: & that all Paſtors,Shepherds, 

and Miniſters, to whome thou haſte com- 

/ 'okn.21, mitted the (f );difpenſation of thine holy 

Cs, worde , and charge of thy choſen people, 

make.is- may both in their life and doctrine, bee 

* © found faithfall, ſetting onely before their 

eyes thy glory, and that by them all poore 


ſheepe which wander and go altraye, _ 


mY nr ng 
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bee gathered and brought home to thy 
folde. 

Moreouer, becauſe the (4) hearts of ru- , ,..s.., 
lersare in thine handes, we beſceche thee 
to dire& and gouern the harts of al Kings, 
Princes and Magiſtrates , to whome thou 
haſt committed the (6) [word : eſpecially, 5 Rum.rz. 
0 Lord,according to our bounden duery, 
we beſeech thee to maintaine and increaſe 
the proſperauſe eſtate of our moſte noble 
Queene ELIZABETH: herright ho- 
nourable Councell: of all the Magittrares, 
and all the whole body of the Realme, Let 
thy fatherly fauour ſo preſeruc them, and 
thine holy Spirite ſq gouerne their hearts, 
that they may inſuch ſortexecute their.of- 
tice, that thy religion may bz purely main- 
tained, (c) manners reformed, and ſinne « ».Tim.z. 
puniſhed according to the preciſe rule of "i 
thine holy Word. 
__ © Andfor thatwe beall (d) members of 1 : co.:z. 

the myſticall body of Chriſt Ieſus,we make 9945-13, 
our requeſts ynto thee, © heauenly Father, 
for all ſuch as are(e)atflited with any kind & rames.s. 
of croſle or tribulation, as warre, plague, 
famine,ſickneſle, pouerty, impriſonment, 
perſecution, baniſhment,or any other kind 
of thy rods: whether it be( fgrect of body, f x.Cor.1; 
or -ynquietnes of mind.that it wold yo hebrues.13- 

| ce 
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thee to giue them patience & conſtancy,til 
thou ſende them ful deliuerance of al their 
troubles. Finally,o Lorde,; we moſt humbly 
beſcech thee,to ſhew thy great mercies vp- 
on our brethren, which are perſecuted,caſt 
in (a)priſon, &daily condemned to death 
for the teſtimony of thy trueth.And thogh 
they be vtterly deſtitute of al(5)mans aide, 
yet let thy ſweete comfort neuer depart 
trom them;but fo inflame their harts wirh 
thine holy ſpirite, that they may boldly, & 
cheerfully abyde(c)ſuch tryal,as thy(d)god- 
ly wifedome ſhall appoint;ſo that at length 
as well by their death as by their(e)lite,the 
kingdome of thy Sonne Ieſus Chriſt maye 
increaſe and ſhine through al the world. 


AN OTHER PRAYER THAT 


MAY SOMETIMES BE VSED 
AFTER THE SERMON: 


A Lmighty God and Heanenly Father, 
ſince thou haſte promiſed to graunt 
our requeſts,which we ſhal make vnto thee 
in the Name of our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt thy 
welbeloued Son, & that we arealſo taught 
by kim and his Apoſtles to afſemble our 
ſclues in his Name, promiſing that he will 
be among vs, and make intercesſion for 

VS 
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vs ynto thee, for the obtaining of all ſuch 
things, as wee ſhall agree vppon heere in 
Earth: we therefore(hauing firſt thy com- 
maundement to pray for ſuch as thou haſt 
appointed rulers and gouernors ouer ys,& 
alſo for all thinges needeful both for thy 
people,and for al ſortes of men,foraſmuch 
asour faith 1s grounded on thine holyc 
Word and promiſes, and that wee are here 
gathered together before thy face, and in 
the Name of thy Sonne our Lorde Ieſus) 
we,I fay,make our carneſt ſupplication vn- 
to thee,our moſt merciful God and boun- 
tifull Father, that for Ieſns Chriſtes ſake 
our onely Sautour and Mediatour , it may 
pleaſe thee of thine infinite mercy freely to 
pardon our offences, and in ſuch forte to 
draweand lift vp our hearts and affections 
towards thee,thatour requeſtes may both 
proceede of a feruent minde,& alſo bee a- 
greeable vnto thy moſte bleſſed will and 
pleaſure, which is onelye to bee accepred. 

(.) Wee beſeeche thee therefore , © 
Heauenlic Father, for all Princes and Ru- 
lers , vnto whome thou haſt committed 
the adminiſtration of thy juſtice, and 
namely, for the excellent eſtate of the 
Queenes Maieſty and all her honourable 
Counſell, with the reſt of the es" 

| an 
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and Comons of the Realme,that it would 


pleaſe thee to graunt her thine holy Spi- 


Tit,& increaſe the ſame from time to time 
in her,that ſhe may with a pure faith ac- 
knowledge Ieſus Chriſt thine onely Sonne 
our Lorde,to be King of all Kings, and go- 
uernor of all gouernors, cuen as thou haſt 
giuen all power ynto him both in Heauen 
and in Earth:and ſo giue her ſelf wholy to 
ſcrue him, and to aduaunce his kingdome 
in her dominions, ruling according to thy 
word her {ubie&s,which are thy creatures, 
and the ſheepe of thy paſture, that we be- 
ing mainteined.in peace and tranquilitie, 


may ſerue thee in all holineſſe and vertue: 


and finally, being deliuered from all feare 
of enimics,may render thankes vnto thee 
all the dayes of our life, 

We beſeeche thee alſo, moſt deare Fa- 
ther , for all ſuch as thou haſte appointed 
Miniſters vnto thy faithfull people,and vn- 
to whom thou haſt committed the charge 
of ſoules,and the miniſterie of thine hole 
Goſpell, that-it woulde pleaſe thee ſo to 
guide them with thy holy ſpirite, that they 
may be found wiſe,faythtull, and zealous 
of thy glory,direRing alwales their whole 
ſtudies vnto this end, that the poore ſheep 
which are gone aſtray out of the flocke, 


wvnto the Lor 
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may bee 9% out and brought againe 
e Ieſas, who is the cheefe 
Shephearde and Prince of Paſtors,to the 
intent they may from day to day,growe 
and increaſe in him to all righteouſneſle 
and holinefle : and on the other parte, 
that it woulde pleaſe thee to deliuer all 
the Churches from the daunger of raue- 
ning Wolues,and from hyrelinges, who 
ſecke their owne ambition and profie, 
and not' the ſetting foorthe of thy glo- 
rie onely,and the ſategard of thy flocke. 
Moreouer, wee make our praters vnto 
thee, © Lorde GOD, moſte merciful! 
Father for all men,that as thou wouldeſt 
haue all ſortes of men faued, and come 
ro the knoweledge of the trueth , ſo it 
may pleaſe thee,that ſuche as haue beene 
hitherto holden captiue in darkneſſe & 
ignoraunce, for lacke of the knowledge 
of thy Goſpell, maye thorough the prea- 
ching thereof, and the cleare lyghte of 
thine Holye Spirite, bee brought into 
the righte vvay of Saluation , vvhich is, 
to knovy thee the onelye true God and 
Ieſus Chriſt, vvhom thou haſte ſent. Like- 
wiſe, that they whom thou haſt already 
endued with thy grace, and illuminated 
their heartes with the knowledge of thy: 
= Worde, 


worde , may continually increaſe in god- 
lineſſe, and be plenteonlſly enriched yvith 
ſpirituall benefites : o that we may alto- 
geather worſhip thee, both with hart and 
mouth,and render due honour and ſeruice 
vnto Chriſt our Lord. 
| Inlike maner,o Lord of al true comfort, 
we commende ynto thee in our prayers all 
ſuch perſons, as thou haſt vifited and cha- 
ſiſed with anye croſle and tribulation, all 
ſuch people as thou haſte puniſhed with 
lence, warre,or famine ; and all other 
perſons afflicted with pouertye, impriſon- 
ment, fickneſſe, baniſhment,or any like bo- 
dily aduerſitic , or haſt otherwiſe atfliged 
in ſpirite: thatit maye pleaſe thee to make 
them feele thy fatherly afte&ion towarde 
them, and to know that theſe croflesare 
chaſtiſements for their amendment, to the 
ende that they may vnfainedly turne vnto 
thee, and ſo receine full comfort and bee 
deliuered from their euils. But eſpecially, 
wecommend vnto thy diuine proteGion, 
all ſuch as are ynder the tyrannie of An- 
tichriſte, and both lacke the preaching of 
the worde, the foode of lite,and haue not 
liberty to call ypon thy Name in open a{- 
ſembly ; chiefly our poore brethren which 
arcimpryſoned and perſecuted by the cne- 
mues 
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-mies of thy Goſpel,that it may pleaſe thee, 
-0 Father of conſolatios, to ſtrengthe them | 
| -by the power of thine holy Spirite in ſuch 
ſort;as they neuer ſhrinke backe, but maye 
conſtantly perſcuere in their holy faith, & 
1oto ſaccour & aſsiſt them as thon know- 
cft ro be moſt expedient;comfortingthem 
10 their afflitions, mainetaining them in 
thy (afegarde againſt the rage of the enc- 
mes, and increaſing in them the giftes of 

| hySpirit,that they may glorihe thee their 
Lorde God, both in their life and in their 
death. - | 

) - Finally;d LordeGod moſt deare Father, 
we beſech thee to grant vnto vs alſo,which 


are here gathered togerher in the Name of 
thy 'Sonne Icſus Chrilt,to heare his Word 
preached , * that wee maye acknow- {the Tordes 
ledge truly and without hypocrific in how niſtred,thenis 
| miſerable aſtateof damnation weare by Þ1cadded 
nature,and how worthely we procure ynto *.A4 t cele- 
our ſelues cuerlaſting death, procuring frb gram 
rime to time thy grieuous puniſhments a- 
gainſt vs, through our wicked and finfull 
life, to the end thar, ſeeing there remaineth 
n6 ſpark of govdnes in our nature: & thar 
there is nothing in vs,as touching otir firſt 
byrth;meete to enioye the hetitage of thy 
Wingdome, we mayc.wholly render vp 6br 
No. C ſclucs 


Mallowcd be 
thy Name 


ſclues with all our hearts,and wit anaſſu- 
red confidence, ynto thy dearely beloued 
Sonne Ieſus Chriſt our Lord,our onely Sa- 


uiour and Redeemer , that he dwelling in 
ys,may mortifie our olde man and fintull 
affe&ions, that we maye be renewed into a 


more godly lyte, wherby thine holy Name 
maye be aduaunced and magnified in vs: 


| likewiſe, that thou maiſt haue. the tuition 


Thy king- | 
dome come, 


Thy will be 
done, 


and gouernaunce ouer vs,and that we may 


learne dayly more and more to humble & 
ſubmit our ſelues vnto thy maieſty,in ſuch 


ſort that thou maiſt be counted King and 
gonernour ouer all , guyding thy people 
with the ſcepter of thy Word, and by the 
vertue of thine holy Spirite,tothe confuſi- 
on of al thine enemies,through the might 
of thy truth and righteouſneſle, ſo that b 

this meanes all power and height whic 

withſtandeth thy glory,may be continual- 
ly thrown downe and aboliſhed,vnto ſuch 
time,as the full & perfe& face of thy king- 
dome ſhall appeare, when thou ſhalt ſhewe 


thy felfe in 1udgementin the perſon'of thy 
Sonne: whereby alſo we with the reſt of 


thy children,may render vnto thee perfe& 
and true obedience, euen as thine heauen- 
lie Angels doe apply them. ſclues onely to 


_ the performing of thy rey 
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ſothat thine onelye will maye bee fulfil- 
led without any contradi&on , and that 
cueric man maye bende him ſelfe to ſerue 
and pleaſe thee, renouncing their owne 
willes, with all the affcQions and deſires 
of the fleſhe . Graunt vs alſo,good:Lord, 
that wee thus walking in the loue and 
dreade of thine holye Name , maye bee 
nouriſhed through thy goodneſle , and 
that we may recc1ue at thy-handsall things 
expedicnt and neceſlaric for vs, and ſo vic 
thy gyftes peaceably and quietly, to this 
ende,that when we ſee that thou haſt care 
of ys, we may the more effectually acknow- 
ledge thee to be our Father, looking for al 
good gyttes at thine hand,& by withdraw- 
ing and pulling -backe all our vaine confi- 
dence from creatures, may ſet it wholy vp- 
pon thee, & fo reſt only i in thy moſt boun- 
tiful mercie. And for ſomuch as whilſt we 
cotinue here in this tranſitory life, we are 
ſo miſerable, ſo fraile, and ſo much encli- 
ned ynto finne, that we fall continuallye 
and ſwarue from the right waye of thy 
commaundementes , we beſeech the par- 
don vs our innumerable offences, where- 
by wee deſerue thy juſte indgement and 
condemnation , and forgine vs ſo free- 
ye; that death and ſinne maye hereaf- 
2 ter 


Giue vs this 
day our dayly 
bread, 


And forgive 
VS our tre(. 


paſſes, 


And lead vs 
not into ten- 
tation, 
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ter haue nothing againſt vs, neither lay 
-vrito- our charge that wicked! roote of 
finne, which doth- euermoreremain in vs: 
'graunt that by thy commaundement wee 
-may forget the wronges which other doe 
vnto'vs,and infteed of ſeeking-vengeance, 


may procure the wealth of' our enemies. 
And foraſmuch as of our ſelues wee are 
weake,vtterly vnable to-ſtand,and aſlalted 
euermore with {uch a'multitude of ſo dan- 
gerous enimies,that the deuil,the worlde, 
{inne,and our own concupiſcences do ne- 
ner leaue of to fight againſt ys,letit be thy 
good pleaſure,to ſtrengthen vs with thy 
holy Spirit, and to arme vs with thy grace, 
that thereby we may be able conſtantly to 
withſtand all tentations, and to perſeuere 
in this ſpiritual bartell againſt ſinne,vnril 
ſuch time,as we ſhall obtaine the full yito- 
ry, and ſo at length may triumphantly 
raigne in thy kingdome,with our captaine 
and gonernour Ieſus Chriſte our Lorde, in 
whoſe name wee further pray as hee hath 
taught vs. 


q This prayer following is vitd to be ſaide after the ſer- 
mon,on the day which is appoynted for common 

' prayer: and it is very proper for our ſtate and time, 
to mooue vs to true repentance, and to tuxne backe 


Gods ſharpe roddes whichyet threatenvs. *. *,4 
| Lno- 
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'© God almighty and heauenly Father, 

we acknowledge in our conſciences 
and confeſle, as the tructh is, that wee are 
not worthy to lift yp our eyes to Heauen, 
much lefle meete ro come 1nto thy pre- 
ſence , and to bee ſo bolde to thinke that 
thou wilc heare. our prayers, if thou haue 
reſ} pe tothat whichis in vs : for our con- 
{ſciences accuſe vs, and our own ſinnes dae 
beare witneſle againſt vs:yea,and we know 
that thouart a righteous Iudge,which pu- 
niſheſt the faults of ſuch as tranſgreſſe thy 
commaundementes. Therefore, O Lords, 
when we conſider our whole life, we hauc 
cauſe to be confounded in our own harts, 
and to be beaten downe,as they thar are 
to be ſwallowed vp. in the deepe gulfe of 
death, Notwithſtanding, m = = mercifull 
Lorde, fince it hath pleaſed thee of thyne 
infinite mercy to commaund vs to call vp- 
on thee for help,cucn from the deepe bot- 
tome of hell: : and thatthe more lackeand 
default wee teele in our (clues , ſo muche 
the rather wee ſhoulde haue recourſe yn- 
to thy gratious bounty : ſince alſa thou 
haſtpromiſed to heare and accept our re- 
queſts and ſupplications, without hauing 


p 3 any 
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any reſpe& toour vnworthines, for the me 
rites ot our Lord Ic{us Chriſt, whom alone 
thou haſt appointed to bee our interceſlor 
andaduocate, we humble our (clues be- 
fore thee, renouncing all vaine confidence 
in mans helpe,and cleaue only to thy mer- 
cy,calling vpon thy holy Nameto obtaine 

pardon for our finnes. 
Firft, © Lorde, beſides the innumerable 
benefites which thon doelt yntnerſally be- 
"ftow vpon all men,thou haſt giuen vs ſuch 
ſpeciall graces,thar it is not 1m for vs 
to rchearfe them, no nor ſnfficiently to 
conceine them in our mindes. ' It hath 
pleaſed thee to call vs to the knowledge of 
thy holy Goſpell , drawing vs out ofthe 
miſerable bondage of the Dinell , whoſe 
flaues we were,& dclinering vs from moſte 
curſed idolatry and wicked ſuperſiicion, 
wherein we were plunged,to bring vs into 
the meruailous lighr of thy trueth. "Not- 
withſtanding ſuch is our vnthankfulneſle, 
that not onely we forget thoſe 'thy bene- 
fites, which we hane receiued at thy boun- 
tifull hande, but haue gone aſtray from 
thee, and haue turned oure {clues from 
thy Lawe, to goe after our owne concu- 
piſcences and luſtes, and neither haue gi- 
ucn worthy honour and due WR 

| Joh. 
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of thine holie Worde, neither haue ad- 
uaunced thy Glorie ,-as-our duectye-re- 
quired. And although thou haſte not 
ceaſſed continually to 'admoniſhe vs-moſt 
faythfullye by thy Worde, yet wee haue 
nor giuen es A thy Fatherlie admoni- 
tion. 
Wherefore, Lorde,wee haue ſinned and 
hauegreeuouſly offended againſt thee, fo 
that 'thame and confuſion appertaineth-to 
vs: and we acknowledge that wee are alto- 
gether guilty before thy iudgement, and 
that if thou wouldeſt deale with vs accor- 
to ourdemerites;, wee coulde looke 
for no other then euerlaſting death and 
damnation. - Foralthough we would ex- 
cuſe our ſclues ,, yet our owne conſcien- 
ces wonlde accuſe vs', and our wicked- 
nefſe woulde appcare before thee to con- 
demne-vs . And in very. decde,o Lorde, 
yyee {ce by the correfions vyhich thou 
haſte already layde yppon vs, that wee 
haue- ginen- thee greate occaſion to- bee 
diſpleaſed vvith vs : for ſeeing thou arta 
e and vpright Iudge , it cannot bee 
without els, that thou puniſheſt thy 
ple. Wherfore,for aſmuch as we haue 
felte' thy ſtripes, wee acknowledge that 
w Kane ue nfl ſtirred yp thy diſpleaſure 


+ againlt 
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againſt vs : yea, and.yet wee ſee thine hand 
litted yp to (trike.vs againe: for the roddes 
and weapons,wherewith thou art accuſto- 
med :to.cxecute thy vengeaunce, are alrea-, 
die in tbine hande; and in full readineſle. 
Wherewith though thou ſhouldeſt punilh 
vs much more greiuouſlye then thou halt. 
hitherto done , and that, whereas we;haue 
recciued one. {troke,thou wouldelt giae ys 
a thouſand:yeait thou wouldeſt bring vp0 
vs all the curſes written. in thy Lawe, and, 
purſue ys with the grieyous puniſhments, 
wherewith thou diddeſt punuſhthy people, 
Iſracl,wee confeſle that thouſhouldeſt doe. 
therin moſt righteouſly,& we can,not de- 
ny,but we.-hauc fully deſcrued the ſame. 
Notwithſtanding,,o Lord, our heaycnly 
Father, ſecing thou art our maker, ang we. 
the workmanſhip of thine handes, ſeeing, 
thou art our Paſtour,and we thy flack, ſcc-. 
ingalſo that thou art. our Redeemer, &we, 
the people who thou: haſt bought : finally, 
becauſe thou art our God;&wee thy. cho-. 
ſen heritage, ſuffernot thine anger-ſoto 
kindle againſt ys , that thou ſhoulgeſt pu- 
niſhys m thy-wrath,neither rememberour 
wickedneſle ſo;, 25 to take- VEngeaunce 
thereof, but. rather- chaſtiſe ys. according 
tothy mercie.. .. <F 
We 
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We conteſle,o Lorde,that our miſdeedes 
haue enflamed thy wrath againſt vs, yet, 
conſidering that by thy grace we call ypon. 
thy Name, and make profeſsion of thy. 
truth, maintaine we beſccch thee the work 
that thou halt begon in vs,tothe end that. 
all the worlde may know that thou art our 
God and Sauiour. Thou knoweſt that ſuch 
asthou haſt deſtroyed & brought to con- 
tation do not ſet forth thy praiſes, but the 
heauy ſoulcs, the humble heartes,the con- 
ſciences, oppreſſed: and loaden with the 
gricuous burden of their {innes, and ther- 
tore thirſte after thy, grace , they ſhall ſer 
foorth thy. praiſe and plory. . 

Thy people of Iſracll oftentimes prouo- 
ked thee to anger through. their wicked- 
neſle, whereypon. thou. diddeſtiuſtlye pu- 
niſh them : but (o.ſoone as they acknow- 
lceged their offences, and returned to thee, 
thou didelt receiue them alwayes to mer- 
cic : and were their enormities and ſinnes 
neuer ſo grieuous, -yet for thy Coucnants 
fake , which thou haddeſt made with thy 
ſeruaunts, Abraham,Iſaak,and Iacob,thou - 


diddeſtalwayes withdraw from them thy 


roddes and curſes, which were prepared. - 

for them-inſuch ſort, that thoudideſt ne- 

ucr refuſe to heare their prayers. _ 
= .._ We 
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We haue obtayned by thy goodnefle in a 
farre more excellent maner , the ſame Co- 
ucnauntftabliſhed by the meanes of Ieſus 
Chriſt our Sauiour, written with his bloud 
and ſealed with his death and paſsion. 

Therefore, O Lorde, we renouncing our 
ſelues, and all vaine confidence in mans 
helpe , haueour onelye refugeto this thy 
moſt bleſſed conenaunt,whereby ourLord 
Ieſus,through the offering vp of his body 
in ſacrifice, hath reconciled vs ynto thee. 
Bcholde vs therefore,o Lorde, in the face 
of Chriſt thine annoynted , that by his in- 
terceſsion thy wrath and indignation may 


be appeaſed, and that the griznous plagues | 


and iudgements which we hane deferued, 
nay be remogoued from vs, and that the 


bright beames of thy countenaunce maye- 


ſhine ypon vs to our great comfort and af- 
ſured ſaluation-: and from this time for- 
ward, youchſafe to recciue ys vnder thine 
holye tuition,and gouerne vs with thy ho- 
lye Spirite, whereby we Rm regenerate 

2 new vnto a farre better hte, - © 
Andalbeit we be moſte ynworthy in our 
owne ſelues, to-open our'mouthes, and 
tointreare thee in our neceſvities, yet for 
ſo munch as it hath pleaſed thee to com- 
maunde vs to praye one for an other, we 
b: Make 


hs 
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make alſo. our hamble prayers vnto thee 
for our poore brethren,whome thou doclt 
viſite and chaſtiſe with thy roddes and 
corrections, molte inſtantly deſiring thee, 
to turne away thine anger from them. Re- 
member, © Lorde, that they are thy chil- 
dren,as we are: & though they haue offen- 
ded thy Maicſty, yet we beſeech thee that 
it may-pleafe thee not to ceaſe to proceede 
in thine' accuſtomed bounty and mercy, 
which thou haſte -promiſed- ſhoulde cuer- 
morecontinue towards thineele&.Vouch- 
ſafe therefore, good. Lorde, to extend thy 
pity vypon all thy-Churches,& towardes all 
thy people;whom thou doeſt now chaſtile, 
either with peſtilence or warre,or ſuch like 
thine accuſtomed roddes, as fickneſle, pri- 
ſ{on,pouerty,or any other afflition of con- 
ſcience and mind, that it would pleaſe thee 
to comfort them as thou knowelt to bee 
moſte- expediente for them, ſo thar thy 
roddes may bee inſtructions for them to 


_ aſſurethem of thy fauour, and fortheir a- 


mendment, when thou ſhalt giue them c0- 
ſtancie and patience,and alſo allwage and 
ſtay thy correQions : and fo at length by 
delinering them from all their troubles, 
give themiuſt occaſion to reioyce in thy 
mercy, and to prayſe thine holy Name. 

-— M Eſpecially, 


(To this the 
Miniſter ad 
deth that part 
which is 1n 
the former 


whe þr er,mar- 
thus( ) 
leafe. 29, 


« Luke 17. 


6 Fphe.z. 
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Eſpecially, 0. Lorde, haue. compaſsion on 
thoſe that employe- them ſelnes for the 
maintenance of thy. truth:ſtrengthen them 
with an invincible conſtancie:defende and 
a(silt them: ouerthrow the crafty practiſes 
and conſpiracies of their enemies : brydle 
their rage,and lettheir bolde, enterpriſes, 
which they vndertake againſt thee and the 
members of thy Sonne, turne to their own 
confuſion :andſufler not thy kingdome to 
be vtterly defolate_, neither ſuffer. the re- 
membranceof thine holy Name be cleanc 
aboliſhed, nor that they,among whome it 
hath pleaſed: thee ray ue thy ,prayſe ſect 
foarth,be deſtroyed, and that he Turkes, 
Paganes,and other infidels, the Church of 
Rome, or other heretiques by fuch occafi- 
on boaſt thein ſelues thereby ,.and blaſ- 
pheme thy Name. (.) 


Lmighty and cuerliuing God, youch- 
en we beſcech thee to graunt vs per- 


fe& continuance in the holy fayth, (a)aug- _ 


menting the ſame in vs haves till we grow 
to the full meaſurc of our ( Sdn in 
Chriſte,whereof we make obr confesſion, 


ſaying: 
I belcene in Ged. os, 


 Giue 


SR, ; ; 

G Lae ys likewiſe, O Lorde,increaſe of o- 
\J bedience to, thy holye Commaunde- 
mentes, declared vnto ys inthe xx. Chap. 
of Exodus,in theſe wordes: 


I amihe Lorae thy God,ehc. 


Theſe graces;& what other needful for vs - 
and thy whole Church, grauntvs, O Lord, | 
for thy bdloued Sonne Chriſte Teſus, in 
whoſe name wee aske them , as hee hath 
taught vs : WON 

Onr Father. ec. 


5 Thenthe people fng a pſalm,as the Minifter appoin- 
ceth: which ded he Miniſter P11 21038. of 
_ bleffinges , andſo the Congregation depar- 
reth. | 


HeLorde bleſle vs-and ſaucvs : the 
Lorde make his face ſhine yppon vs, 


and be mercifull ynto vs : the Lorde turne 6: 


his countenaunce towardes ys,and graunt 
vs hispeace. 
'HE grace of our Lorde Teſus Chriſt, 6 | 
the loue of God and communion of **** 7 #77 
the holy Ghoſt be with vs all.So be tt. 


qt 


Lenis.26, 
o_—_ 
2-King.s, 
2:22 4+ 
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Ithallnot be neceflarye for the Miniſter dayly to re- 
. peare all theſe thinges before mentioned , Ln be= 
inning with ſome like confeſſion, to procecde to 
Sermon,which ended,he eyther rieth the Prayer 

for all eſtates before mentioned,or elſe prayerh, as 
the Spirite of God ſhal mcoue his heart, framing the 
ſame according to the time and matter which hee 


hath — of. Andif pp row be at any time 

eſent plague,famine,peſtilence, warre,or ſuch 
rene a5 tokens of Gods wrath,as it is 
our part,to acknowledge our finnes to be the occa- 
fion thereof, ſo arc wee appointed by the ſcriptures 
to giue our ſelues to mourning, fiſting, and prayer, 
2s the meanes to turne away heauy difplea: 
ſare, Therefore it ſhall be conuenienr, that the 
Miniſter during ſuch time,doe noc onely admoniſh 
the people therof,bur alſo vſe ſome forme of praicr, 
according as the preſent neceſlity requireth, to the 
which he may appoint, by a common conſent,ſome 
ſeuerall day after the ſermon, vveekely to be obſer. 
uec; vyhere it may be done conueniently: 


THE ORDER OF BAP- 
TISME, 


g For aſmnch as it is notpermitted by Gods word, that 
women,or any priuate perſon ſhouldpreach ormi- 
nifter the Sacraments,and it is emdent, that the Sa- 
craments are not ordayned of God to be yſed but in 

es of the publique Congregation, and neceflari- 
annexed to the Prezching vrorde, as ſeales of 
ſame,thereſore the infant vyhich is to be bapti= 
red, ſhall be brought to the Church on the day -ap- 
inted to common prayer and preaching,accom- 
panied vvith the Father and Godfathers Be 
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Church ſhallthink conuenient. Aﬀeer the Sermon, 
the childe being preſented to the Miniſter, hee de- 
maunderh this queſtion. 


TD Oe you preſent this childe to be Bap- 
tized ? 

The Anſwere, 
Yea, we require the ſame. 


T he Miniſter proceedeth, 
Hen let vs conſider, dearely beloued, 
how Aimightie God hath not onely 

made ys his children by (a) adoption , and , rowans. 3 
receyued vs into the fellowſhippe: of his exathians.4. 
Church , but alſo hath promiſed that hee TT 
will bee our((6) God, and the God of our , ,...._ 
children vnto the: thouſande' generation, exod.2o, * 
Which thing as he confirmed to his pco- op 

ple of the olde Teſtament by the Sacra- © 
ment of(c)Circumciſion,ſo:hath he alſo re- « Gen.17. 
newed the ſafne to vs in his newe Teſta- 22995-4- 
"ment by the. Sacrament of (4) Baptiſme: «4 Colloſc2. 
commanding his(e)Apoſtles to Baptize in 5*b1.3. 
the Name of the Father, and of the Sonne, « Mar:18.':9. 
and of the holy Ghoſt : declaring thereby *=* 6-15: 
that ſuch as belecue,and their intantes,ap- | 

ertaine to him by coucnaunt, and there- 
ore ought not*to bee defrauded of thoſe 

holy fignes and ſeales (c) whereby his chil- | 46... 
dren g Known from infidels and pagans. 


* 


Neither 


s Ads. 
3 Corin.9. 


$ 1 Corin.7, 


« Mark:10. 
math. 19, 
luke.1$. 
palm. 22, 


OF BAPTI1SME, go- --* 

_ Neither is 1t requiſite,that all thoſe that 
receiue this Sacrament, haue the yſe of vn- 
derſtanding and faith, but chiefly that they 
be conteined ynder the name of (a) Gods 
people:{o that remisſion of ſinnes in the 
bloud of Chriſt Ieſus,doth appertaine vn- 
to them by Gods promiſe. 

This thing1is moſt cuidenr by(b)ſaint 
Paule,who pronounceth the children be- 
gotten and borne, cyther of the parentes 
being faithfull,ro be cleane and holy: Alſo 
our Sauiour Chriſte admitteth (c)children 
to his preſence, naatr>—4r, bt blesfing the. 
Which teſtimonies of the holy ghoſt aſſure 


 vs,that infants be of the number of Gods 


people,and that remisfion of finnes doeth 
alſo appertaine to them in Chriſte. There- 
fore without iniury,they can not'be debar- 
red from the common ſigneof Gods chtl- 
dren, And yet is not this Outward action 
of ſuch necesſity, that the lacke(a)thereof 
ſhould be hurtful to their ſaluation,if that, 
preuented by death , or ſuch like cauſe of 
necesſity, they may not couenictly. be pre- 
ſented to the Church. Bue.we, hauwink re- 
ſpe& to that obedience, which Chriſtians 
owe to the voice and ordinance of Chriſte 
Teſus,who commaunded (e)to preach'and 
baptize all without exception, doc ge 
em 


a 
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them onely vnworthy of anye fellowſhip 
with him,who contemptuouſly refuſe ſuch 
ordinary meanes, as his wiſdome hath ap- 
poynted to the inftruction-of our dull 
ſenſes. 

Furthermore it is cuident, that Baptiſme 
was ordayned to be miniſtred in theele- 
ment of (a) Water, to teach vs,that like as 
water outwardly doth waſh away the filth 
of the bodye, ſo inwardly doth the vertue 
of Chriſtes bloude purge our ſoules from 
that corruption and deadly poyſon,where- 
with(5)by nature we were infe&ed .Whoſe 
venemous (c) dregges, although they con- 
tinue in this our fleſhe, yer by the merites 
of his death(a)are not imputed vnto vs, be- 
cauſe the mitice of Teſus Chriſt is made (e) 
ours by Baptiſme:not that we thinke anye 
ſuch vertue or power to beincluded in the 
viſible water ar outward ation: (for many 
haue becne baptized, and yet neuer in- 
wardly purged)but that our Sauiour Chriſt 
who commaunded Baptiſme to bee mini- 
| ſtred, will by the power of his holy Spirite 
effe&ually worke 1n the heartes of his(f ) 
ele& in time conuenient, all that is meant 
and ſignified bythe ſame. And this the 
Scripture calleth our (g) regeneration, 
which ſtandeth chiefly in theſc two points, 
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The fruitof In mortification,that is to ſay,a reſiſting of 


Bapritme ſtan- 


deth in two 


the rebellious luſtes of the fleſhe , and in 


poinres, mor- NeWnelſle of lite, whereby we continuallye 


tification, 
and regetne- 
ration, 


«_1-Pet- 5, 
luke.2 3. 
10b.7, 

& Roms, 


I- PET, I, 
IaMeES.I., 


ephel.6, 


e 1. Cor.15. 


ole.13., 
heb.2. 
iohn 16. 


4 Deut.6, 
i0sh.1, 


e Jeremi.31, 


hebrues.$. 


f Ppheſ.4. 
Colloſ.3. 
hebrues.1, 


ſtrive to walke in that purenefle and per- 
tection, wherewith we arc cladde in Bap- 
tilme. 

And although we inthe journcy of this 
life be(a) incumbred with many enemies, 
which 1n the way aflaile vs, yer fight we not 
without fruit . For this(b)continuall bat- 
tel which we fight againſt ſinne, death and 
hell,is a molt infallible argumet, that God 
the Father, mindefull of his promiſe made 
ynto vs in Chriſt Icſus, doth not onely giue 
vs motions and courage to reſiſt them, but 
alſo aflurance (c)to ouercome,and obtaine 
victory . Wheretfore,dearely beloned,it is 
not only of neceſsity that we be once ba 
tized, but alſo 1t much profiteth oft to bee 
preſent at the miniſtration thereof, that we 
(beeing put in minde of the(d) league and 
Couecnant made betweene God and vs, 
that he will be ( « ) our God, andwe his 
people,he our Father,and we his children) 
may haue occaſion as well totrye our liues 
paſt, as our preſent conuerſation, and to 

rooue our ſelues , whether we ſtande faſt 
in the faith of Gods ele&,orcontrariwiſe, 
haue ſtrayed from him through (*f) incre- 

qulitic 
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dulitie and vngodlye liuing : whereof if 
our conſciences doe accuſe vs, yet by hea- 
ring the louing promiſes of our heauen- 


lye Father ( who calleth all men to mer- 


cye by (a) repentaunce ) we maye from 
hence foorth walke more warely in our 
vocation . Moreouer, yee that be farhers 
and mothers maye take hereby moſte ſin- 
gular comfort, toſee your children thus 
recciued into the boſome of Chriſtes Con- 
gregation,whereby you are dayly admoni- 
ſhed, that yee nouriſh & bring yp the chil- 
dren of Gods fauour & mercy,ouer whom 
his fatherly prouidence (b)watcheth conti- 
nually . Which thing, as it ought greatly 
toreioyce you, knowing that (c) nothing 
can come yvnto them without his good 
pleaſure, ſo ought 1t to make you diligent 
and carcfull,to nourture and inſtrut them 
in the(d)true knowledge and feare of God. 
Wherein if you be negligent, yee doc not 


onely(e )intury to your owne children, hi- ; 


ding from them the good wil and pleaſure 
of almighty God their Father, but alſo 
heape damnation vpon your ſelues, in ſuf- 
fcring his children, bought with the bloud 
of his deare Sonne, ſo traiterouſlye for 
lackeof knowledge to turne backe from 
him, Ticrefore itis your duetie, with all 
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diligence to prouide that your children in 
time conuenient be inſtructed in all (a) do- 
arine neceſlary tor a true Chriſtian:cheefly 
that they be taught to reſt vpon the iuſtice 


_ of Chrilte Ieſus alone, and to abhorre and 


flee all ſuperſtition, Hereſfie and Idola- 
try,” Finally, to the-intent that we may be 
aſlured,that you the Father or the Sure 
conſentto the performance hereof,declare 
here before God and the face of his Con- 
gregation, if this bee the ſamme of that 
taith,which you belicue, and wherein you 
will ſee this childe inſtructed. 


q VVhereunto the aunſyvere being taken, he prayeth 
in this manner,or ſuch hke. | 


A Lmighty and cuerlaſting God, which 
of thine infinite mercy and goodneſſe 


| haſte promiſed vnto vs, that thou wilt not 


onely bee our God, but alſo the God and 
Father of our Children, we beſeeche thee, 
that as thou haſte vouchſafed to call vs to 
be partakers of this thy great mercy in the 
(b)tellowſhip of faith, ſo it may pleaſe thee 
to ſanEiify with thy (c)Spirit,and to recciue 
intothe number of thy Childreu this in- 
fant, whome we ſhall baptize acc6:ding to 
thy (4) word,tothe end that hegeqatning 
: F T0 


%. 
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the true God,and whome thou haſteſent, 


to perfe& age , may (4) confeſſe thee onely 4 Rom.10., 


CNn17, 
Teſus Chriſt,and ſo ſerue thee, & be(b)pro- , g,max... . 
fitable ro thy Church, in the whole courſe ». corinth.12, 
of his life, that after this life be ended, hee, ****5 
may be brought as a liuely member of the 

body of Chriſt vato the full fruition of thy 

(c)toyes in the heaucns, where thy Sonne « 1.Ccrinth » 
our ſautour Chriſt reigneth world without [9n4ns'6- 
end. In whoſe Name we pray as he hath * 
taught vs: 


Onr father,ec. 


q VVhenthey haue prayed in this ſorre,the Miniſter re- 
quireth the childes name, which knowen, 


He ſayth, 
N. (4) I baptize thee in the Name of 4 Math.18. 


marke.16. 


the Father, of the Sonne and of the holy ages.z. 
Ghoſt, 


qAndas he ſpeake th theſe yyordes, he taketh vvater in 
his hand,and layerh it vpon the childes face, VVhich 
done;he giuerh thankes,as follovyeth, 


F Or aſinuch , moſte holy and mercifull 
Father, asthou doeſt not onely bleſle 
vs with common benefites, like vato the 
reſt of mankinde, (e)but alſo heapeſt ypon e Fphec. 


ole.z. 


3 gittes z 3-PEtu2s 


Ys oll aboundantly rare and wonderfull "P*rer: 
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3 Rom.2., 
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iſa 40. 
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pittes, of duty we lift yp our eyes & minds 
vnto thee, and giue thee moſte humble 
thankes for thine infinite goodneſle,which 
haſte not onely numbred vs amongeſt thy 
(4)Saintes,bur alſo of thy free mercy doeſt 
call our children ynto thee,marking them 
with this Sacrament as a ſingular token & 
ſeale of thy loue. Wherefore,moſtlouing 
Father,though we bee not able to deſerue 
this ſo greate a benefite (yea,if thou woul- 
deſt handle vs according to oure (b) me- 
rites, we ſhould ſufter the puniſhmentes of 
eternall death and damnation) yet for 
Chriſtes ſake wee beſeeche thee, that thou 
wilt confirme this thy fauour more and 
more towardes vs, and take this infant in- 
to thy tuition and defence, whom we offcr 


and preſent vnto thee with common ſup-. 


plications, and nener ſuffer him to fall a- 
way from thee : but that hee may knowe 
thee continually to bee his mercifull Fa- 
ther,through thine holy Spirite, working 
in his heart, by whoſe diuine power hee 
may ſo preuaile againſt Satan , that in the 
ende,obtaining the vitorye, hee may bee 
exalted into the liberty .of thy kingdom. 
So be 1t. 


THE 


fy 


THE MANNER OF ADMINI- 


STRING THE LORDS 
SVPPER, 


q The day when the Lordes Supper is miniſtred, which 
commonly is vſed once 2 moneth, or ſo ofce as the 
Congregation thall thinke expedicnt,the Miniſter y- 
ſeth to lay as followeth, 


Etvs marke,deare brethren,and conſi- 

der how Icſus Chriſt did ordaine vnto 
vs hits holye Supper,according asS. Paule 
maketh rehearſall in the 1 1. Chap. of the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corin. ſaying, 

I hauereceyued of the Lord that which I 
haue deliuered vnto you, to wit, that the 
Lorde Ieſus the ſame nighte hee was be- 
trayed, tooke breade, and when hee had 
giuen thankes, hee brake it, ſaying, Take 
yee, cate yee, this is my bodye, which 1s 
broken for you : doe you this in remem- 
braunce of me. Likewiſeafter Supper,hee 
rooke the Cuppe,ſaying,This Cuppe is the 
new Teſtament or Couenant in my bloud: 
do ye this ſo oft as yee ſhall drink thereof, 
in remembraunce of me. For ſooft as you 
ſhall eat this bread, and drink of this Cup, 
ye ſhall declare the Lordes death vntull his 
comming , Therefore whoſocuer ſhall 


categhis bread,and drinke the Cup of the 
w 4 : Lord 
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Lorde ynworthily,he ſhall be guilty of the 
' body and bloude of the Lorde. Then ſee 
that cucery man prooue and try him ſelte, 
and ſo let him care of this bread and drink 
of this Cuppe : for whoſocuer cateth or 
drinketh ynworthily,he eaterh and drink- 
eth his owne damnation , for not hauing 
dae regardand conſideration of the Lords 
body. | 


« This done,the Miniſter procecdeth to the exhorta- 
tion. 


ID Earely beloued in the Lorde, foraſ(- 
L/ muchas we be. now aſſembled to ce- 
I:-brate the holy communion of the body 
and bloud of our Sautour Chriſt,let vs.con- 
fider theſe wordes of Saint Paule, howe he 
exhorteth all perſons diligently to try and 
examine them ſclues, before they preſume 
to eate of that breade, and drinke of that 
Cup. Foras the benefite is great, if with 
atruely penitent heart, and linely faith we 
receiue that holy Sacrament (for then wee 
(a) ſpirituallye eate the fleſhe of Chriſte, 
and drincke his bloude : then we dwell 
in CHRIST,and Chriſtin vs : we be one 
with Chriſte, and CHRISTE with vs) 
ſo is the daunger great, if we receiug, the 

me 


» 
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ſame vnworthely : for then we be giltic of 
the body,and bloud of Chriſt our Sauiour: 
we eare and drincke our owne damnation, 
not conſidering the Lordes body: we kin- 
dle Gods wrath againſt vs,& prouoke him 
to plague vs with diuerſe diſeaſes and ſun- 
drie kindes of death. 

Therefore,if any of you be (a) a blaſphe- * 95.3. 
merof God, an hinderer or'{launderer of 
his worde, an adulterer, or be in malice or 
enuic,or in anye other grieuous crime, be- 
wayle your {innes,& come not to this holy 
Table,lea{{ the deuill enter into you,as he 
entred into Iudas, (5)and fill you full of all 5 59bn13- 
iniquities, and bring you to deſtruftion, 
both of body and ſoule . Tudge therefore 
yuur ſelaes, brethren,that ye be not 1udged 
of the Lord : (c) repent you truely for your c Math.z, 
ſinnes paſt, and hauea linely and ſtedfaſt 5? 
fayth in Chriſt our Sauijour, ſeeking onelye 
'your Saluation (4) in the merites of his 4 Ates.4. 
death and paſsion,from hencefoorth refu- 8thans.2. 
fing and forgetting all (e) malice & debate, , , _ _ 
with full purpoſe to liue in brotherly ami- «.corinth. 14, 
tie,and godly conuerſation all the dayes of {4 _ 
your life. | 

And albeit we feele in our ſelues much 
 frailty and wretchedneſſe, as that we haue 
notour faith ſo perfe&,and conſtant,as we 

ought, 


« Rom.7. 


} Ml Epheſ.3, 
| lute.s. 


|. e Iuke.13. 
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ought,being many times ready-to diſtruſt 
Gods goodnefle through our corrupt (a) 
nature, and alſo that wee are not ſo tho- 
roughly giuen to ſerue God, neither hauec 
ſo ferent a zeale to ſet foorth his gloric, 
as our duety requireth,feeling ſcll ſuch re- 
bellion in our ſclues, that wee haue neede 
dayly to (6) fight againſt the luſtes of our 
flcſh,yet neuertheleſſe,ſeeing that our Lord 


| hath dealt thus mercitully with vs,that he 


hath printed his (c)Goſpell in our hearts, 
ſo that we are preſcrued from falling into 
deſperation and misbelecfe: and ſceing al- 
ſo he hath indued vs with a(4)will,and de- 
ſire to renounce and withſtande our owne 
affe&ions,with a loging for his righteouſ- 
nes & the keeping of his comandements, 
we may bee nowe right well aflured, thar 
thoſe defaults and manifold imperfe&ions 
in vs ſhall be no hinderaunce at all againſt 
vs,to cauſe him not to accept and impute 
vs as worthy to.come to his ſpirituall Ta- 
ble. For the ende of our comming thi- 
theris not to make (e) proteſtation that 
wee are ypright or 1uſt in our lines, but 
contrariwiſe , wee come to ſecke our life 
and perfeation in IESVS CHRIST, 
acknowledging in the meane time, that 
wee of our {clues bee the children (f) of. 

with 
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wrath and damnation. 

Let vs conſider then, that the Sacrament 
1s an excellent medicine for all poore ficke 
creatures, a comfortable helpe to weake 
ſoules,and that our Lorde requireth no o- 
ther worthineſle on our part,but that wee 
vnfainedly acknowledge our wickedneſlc, 
and imperfeQion. Then to the end that we 
may bee worthy. partakers of his merites, 
and moſte comfortable benefits, br (nr « Iohn.s, 
true and ſpirituall cating of his flethe and 
drinking of his bloude,letys not ſuffer our 
mindes to wander about the conſideration 
of theſe'carthly and corruptible thinges, 
(which we ſee preſent to our eyes,and feele | 
with our handes) to ſecke Chriſte bodely rrandubfian. 
preſent inthem, as if hee were incloſed in 5aton,Trani- 
the breade or wine, or as if theſe Ele- Tranmrar. 
mentes were turned and chaunged into 93 2n4Trant. 


| 
\ \ 
the ſubſtaunce of his fleſh and bloud. For the papiites | 
the onelye waye to diſpoſe our ſoules to Yerhem.are | 


| - 4 theDcarine 
receyue nouriſhment, releefe and quicke- ofgeuils. 


ning. of his ſubſtaunce, is to lift yp our Tevvenan 
mindes by fayth aboucall thinges world-. in theSacrs — | 
ly and ſenſible, and thereby tocnter into + 
Heauen, that wee may finde and. receiue 
Chriſte, where hee (6) dwelleth vadoub- , tm.s. 
tedly very G OD, and very man, in the 
incomprehenſible glorye of his Father, 
# ro 
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to whom be all praiſe, honour and gloryec, 
now and euer. Amen. 


@ The exhortation ended, the Miniſter giueth thankes, 
either in theſe yyordes folloyving,or like in cfteR. 


Q Father of mercy and God of all con- 

folation,ſecing (921 creatures do ac- 
knowledge and conteſſe thee as Goucr- 
nor and Lord, it becommeth vs the work- 
man(hip of thine owne handes,at all times 
to reterence and magnifie thy godly Ma- 
ieſtie : firſt, for that thou haſt created vs to 
thine owne (6) image and ſimilitude , bur 
chiefly becauſe thou haſt deliuered vs from 
that cuerlaſting (c) death and damnation, 
into the which Satan drewe mankinde by 
the meane of ſinne: from the bondage 
whereof, neither man nor Angell was (a)a- 
ble to make vs free, but thou,o0Lorde,rich 
in mercye, andinfinitein goodnefſle, haſte 
prouided our redemption to ſtande in thy 
onely and well beloued Sonne , whome of 
very (e)loue thou diddeſt giue to be made 
manlike(fYvnto ys in all thinges,finne(g ) 
except,thatin his body he might recetue 
the puniſhment of our tranſgrefsion, by 
his death to make (+ ) ſatiſfaftion to thy 
zuſtice , and by his reſurrection to ( * ) de- 
ſtroye him that was authour of _ 
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and ſo to bring againe («) life to the *Heb 3. 
worlde,from which the whole ofspring of x 
(5)Adam moſt 1aſtly WAS exiled. rom.5. 
O Lorde,we acknowledge that no crea- 
tures able to (c)comprehende the length * Frkc(-3- 
and bredth , the deepneſſe and height of 
that thy molt excellent loue which moued 
thee to ſhew mercy whexe none was(d)de- 7 Foes. 
ſerued : ro promile and giue life,(e) where edbeſay E 
death had gotten victory: torecejue vs in- 
ro thy grace, when we could do(f)nothing # Geneſ.s, 
butrebell againſt thy tuſtice. O Lord,the ;£,":" 
blinde dulnefle of our ( g ) corrupt nature p'al.5-14. 
will not ſuffer vs ſufficiently to weigh theſe ,"11zr16. 
thy moſte ample benefites : yet neuerthe- :-corinth.z, 
leſſe at the (b)commaundemenr- of Izſus 57 
Chriſt our Lorde we prefent our ſelnes to » Mar 26. 
| this his rable(which he hath left tobe vſed 22. 
in (-)remembraunce of his death yntill his % tehn.& 
comming againe) to declare and witneſle from s. 
before the worlde, that by him alone we ' pergy Fo 
haue receiued (4) liberty,and life : that by ;; OY 
him alone thou doeſt acknowledge ys thy Þebrues.4. 4 
children,and(/ )heyres: that by him alone » mics; 
we haue(+»)entraunceto the throne of thy 199n-14- 
ace:that. by him alone we are (=) poſſe(- py 
cd in our ſpirituall kingdome, to cate and n 
drincke at his (o) Table, with whom we » Tuke.:2. * 
have our(p) conuerſation preſently in hea- age _ 
uen, ephleſ.3- 


THE SVPPER 63 


nen,and by whom our bodyes ſhall be rai- 
ſed vp againe from the duſt , and ſhall be 
placed with him in that endlefle toy,which 
thou,6 Father of mercy, haſt prepared for 
thine ele&(@)before the foundation of the 
world was layde, And theſe moſt ineſtima- 
ble benefites we acknowledge and confeſſe 

to haue receined of thy (6) Fee mercy and 
' grace, by thine onely beloued Sonne Ieſus 
Chriſt : for the which therefore wee thy 
Congregation (c ) mooued by thine holye 
Spirite,render thee all thankes, praiſe and 
glory,for euer and euer, 


4 This done,the Miniſter comming to the Table, and 
the Table being furniſhed, he breaketh the bread & 
delivereth irto the people,ſaying: [ Take and eatc - 
chis bread is the body of Chriſt that was broken for 
v3;]Jwho diſtribute and divide the ſame among them 
ſclnes, according to our Sauiour Chriſtes commaun- 
dement.Likewiſe he giueth the cup,ſaying:[Drincke 
yceall of this :rhis cuppe is the new Teſtament in 
the bloud of Chriſt, which was ſhed for the ſirmes of - 
many; doe this in the remembraunce of me.] Du- 
ring the which time, ſome place of the Scriptures is 
read, yvhich doth lively ſer forth the death of Chriſt, 
to the intent that our cyes and ſenſes may not onel 
be occupyedin theſe outyyarde (ignes of bread; 
wine,vvhich are called the viſible VVorde, but that 
our heartes and mindes alſo may be fully fixed in the 
contemplation of the Logxds death,vvhich is hy this 


. Joly 
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holy Sacrament repreſented. And after the adtion is 
donehe giueth thankes,ſaying, 


OST mercifull Father,we render to 

thee all praiſe,thankes and glory,for 
that ithath pleaſed thee of thy great mer- 
cycs,to graunt yntovs miſerable ſinners {0 
excellent a gift and treaſure , asto receiue 
vs into the (4) felowſhip and companye of , ,.cor.re.. 
thy deare Sonne Teſus Chriſt our Lorde, 
whom thou halt (5) deliuered to death for 5 Rom... 
vs, and haſt ginen him vntovs , asanecelſ- 
ſary (c)foode and nouriſhment vnto cuecr- « lobns. 
laſting life . And now we beſcech thee al- 
{0,0 heauenly Father, to graunt ys this re- 
queſt, that thou neuer ſuffer ys to become 
ſo ynkinde, as to forget ſo worthy bene- 
fites, bur rather imprint and faſten them 
ſure in our heartes,that we maye (d)growe 
and increaſe dayly more and more in true 
faith, which continuallye is (e ) exerciſed « Gal.s. 
in allmaner of good workes,and ſo much 
the rather, oLorde , confirme vs in theſe 
(f)perilous dayes and rages of Satan, that f ,.xim.,.. * 
we maye conſtauntly ſtande and continue <pheſ.5. 
in the confeſsion ot the ſame, to the ad- , Jars. 
uauncement of thy (  ) glorye , which art »-p*-z 
God oucr all thinges bleſſed foreuer. So 
beie} © ren 

SH © q The 


4 Luke. 17s 
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4 The aQtion thus ended,the people fingthe 104.pſalm 
[ My ſoule giue laud &c.] or other of thankes 
giuing: which ended, one of the bleſlinges before 
mentionedis recited, and fo they riſe from the table 

and depart, | 


elf ſobe that any would maruell vvby yrefollowe ca- 

ther this order,then any other in the adminiftration 

of this Sacramenr,let him diligently confider, that 

firſt of all vve vtterly renounce the errour of the Pa- 

piſts: ſecondly, vveereſtore vnto the Sacrament his 

ovyne ſubſtance,& ro Chriſt his proper place. And 

VVhy thisor. asforthe. vyordes of the Lords Supper;vve rehearſe 
TI them not becauſe they ſhould « the ſubſtance 
any other, of the bread or vvine, or pretty oetga thereof 
vvith the intent oſthe (acrificer, ſhould make the 

Sacrament(as the Papiſts falſly beleeue)burthey are 

red & pronounced to teach vs- hoyy to behaue our 

ſelves in that ation,& that Chriſt mighe vyicnefle 

vato our fayth, as it vyere vvith his oyvne mouth, 

that hee hath ordeined theſe lignes for our ſpirituall 

vſc & comfort. VVee doe firlt therefore examine 

our ſelues,according, to S.Paules rule,and prepare 

| our mindes,that vve may be vyorthy partakers of 


ſo high myſteries, Then taking breade,vvee giue 
Mat.26. g2 my gau 
9 50 thanks,break 8& diftribute Aepoy our one 
luke. 22. hath taught vs. Finally the miniſtration ended,vve 
i giue thankes again,according to his example:(o that 


vvithout his vvord and vyarrant, there is nothing 
in this holy ation attempted. 


The forme of Marriage. 


gAfiter the contra hath bene publiſhed thyee ſe 
uerall Sabboth dayes in the Congrgpnmnne the 
, htery 
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intent that if any perſon haue intereſt or title to ey- 
ther of the partics ay ey haue ſufficient time to 

e,the parties aſſemble atthe be- 
ginning of the ſetmon,and the miniſter at time con- 
nwenient ſayth as followeth, 


OF MARIAGE: 


T he exbortation. 


Eatly beloued brethren,we are heere 

gathered rogether'"in the fighte of 
God,and in the face of his Congregation, 
to knit and joyne theſe parties together in 
the ( a) honourable ſtare of Matrimonie, « Heb.:z. 
which _ a and anon by 4 
God him ſclfe in (5) paradiſe , man being *Þ *n22- 
then in the ſtate of ny For va INE: 
timeGod made Heauen and Earth,and all 
that isin them, and had creared and fa(hi- 
oned man alfo after his owne fimilitude 
and likeneſſe, vnto whome hee \gatic rule 
and Lordſhip ouer all the beaſtes of the 4$ 
earth, fiſhes of the ſea, & fowles of the aire, + þ 
he ſaid, It is not good that manliae alone: « taFkrne 
ler ys make him an helper like vnto him 7 5 <led 
ſelfe. And God brought a deepe fleepe vp- woman 1icha, 
orhim, and tooke one of his ribbes, and \jertee 
ſhaped Hena thereof, doing vs thereby to thenarurall 
vnderſtand,that® they two are one body, *intete 7 
11: | E ONe andh.s witty 


| 


s Geneſ 2, 


math.19. 
mark.19. 


2,cormth.c. 


b Tohn.17. 


TOm. 5+ 
heb. 9. 
1.peter. 3. 
c Epheſ.s, 
collof,3- 
1.peter.2. 


x.corinth. 11, 


1.timoth.2, 


d Rom.7. 


2.COT,7. 
math. 9; 


e 1:\Cor.7. 
z.Perer.3. 
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one fleſh & one bloud : for the which cauſe 
man{(a)leaueth his tather and mother,and 
taketh him to his wite, to keeke company 
with her: the which alſo he oug'it toloue, 
cuen as our Sauior loueth his Church, that 
is to ſay, lus(b)elect and faithfall Congre- 
gation,for tne which he gaue his life, 

And ſemblably alſo,it 1s the(c)wives du- 
tie to ſtudie to pleaſe and obey her houl- 
band , feruing him 1n all thinges that bee 
godly and honeſt : for ſhe is in ſubie&ion, 
and vnder the gouernance of her husband, 
ſo long as they continne both ( d ) aliue. 
And this holy mariage, being athing molt 
honorable,js of ſuch vertue and force,that 
thereby the husbande hath no more (e) 
right or power ouer his owne bodye, but 
the wife : and likewiſe rhe wite bath no 
power ouer her owne bodye, but the hul- 


' band, foraſmuch as God hath ſo knit them 


rogeather i in this mutuall ſocietie to the 
procreation of children,that they ſhoulde 
(f) bring them .vp in the feare of the 
Lord,and to the increaſe of Chriſtes —_ 
dome. 

Wherefore they that be thus cou pled to: 
geather by God,can not be ſevered or pur 
apart, vulefle it befor a ſeaſon with theal- 
ſent of (g) both parties,to the end to _ 


—_— 
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them ſelues the more feruently to faſting 
— and prayer , giuing diligent heede inthe 
meane time,that their long being apart be | 
not a ſnare to bring them into the danger | 
of Satan,through incontinence: and ther- j 
fore ro auoid fornicatio, cuery man ought 
tohauc his owne wife , and cuery womart 
her owne husband: ſo that ſo many as can 
not line chaſte, are (a) bound by the com- 4 Math.1g. 
maundement of God to mary,that there. "7: 
by the holy (5)temple of G O D, which is © :.Cor.z.&8 
our bodies, may be kept pure and vndefi- jy 
led:for fince; eur bodies are now become 2 peter.r. 
the yery:members of Ieſus Chriſt, how hor- 
rible and deteſtable a thingis it to make 
tiem the members of an harlot? Euery 
one onghrt therefore to keepe his veſleil in 
all{c) holineſſe and honour: for whoſoeuer « : ms, 
(d) pollaterh and defileth the Temple of 197: 3. 


God,him will God deſtroy. Te 1703 


| 


— 
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eHerethe Miniftcr ſpeaketh to the parties that ſhall be 


married,in this wie. 


» 


- 
- 
- 
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| Require and charge you, as you will an 
{were at the day ot indgemeut,when the ; 

(e)ſecrets of all hearts ſhall, bee difcloſed, : ;.coria.s. 

tharif either of you do know any impedi-/math.7, 

| meng, why yee niay not be lawfully joyned OE 


2 toge- 
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together in Matrimony,thatye confeſle it. 
For be ye well aſſured, that ſo many as bee 
coupled otherwiſe then Gods worde doth 
alow,are not1ioyned together by God,nei- 
ther 1s their matrimonic lawtull. 


lf no impediment be by them declared,then the Mi- 
niſter ſaith to the whole Congregation, 


I Take you to witnes that be here preſent, 
beſeeching you al to haue good remem- 
' brance hereof: & moreouer,it there be any 
of you,which knoweth that either of theſe 
parties be cotraced to any other, or know 
eth any other lawfull impediment,letthem 
now make declaration thereof. 


glfno cauſe be alledged,the Miniſter procedeth ſaying: 


FE Or aſmuch as no man ſpeaketh againſt 
4 this thing,you,N. ſhall proteſt here be- 
fore God,and his holy Congregation,that 
you haue raken,and are now contented to 
haue,N. here preſent for your lawfull wife, 
promiſing to keepe her,to loueandintreart 
her inall things according to the(a) duety 
of a faithfull husband, forſaking all other, 
during her life,and briefly toliue in an ho- 
ly conuerſation with her, keeping faith 8& 
trueth in all points,according as the Word 
of God &his holy goſpel doth command. 


The 


& OF MARIAGE. 


The anſwere. 
Buca ſo I take her before God and in 
the preſence of this his Congregation. 


The Miniſter to the ſpouſe alſo ſayth. 
Y Ou, N. ſhall proteit heere before the 

face of God, e- the preſence of this 
holy Congregation, that yee haue taken, 
andare nowe contented to haue, N. here 
preſent for your lawfull husband, promi- 
ſing to him (a) ſubieRion and obedience, 


epheſ.5. 


for{aking all other, during his life, and fi- colloſ:3. 


nally to'liue in an holy conuerſation with *- rim-3, 


him, keeping faith and trueth in all points, « 
as Gods Word doeth preſcribe. 


The anſwere. 
Euen fſoI take him before God, and in 
the preſence of this his Congregation. 


| T he Miniſter then ſaith. 
G Tue diligent eare then to theſe words 
of the Goſpell, that yee may vnder- 
ſtande howe our Lorde woulde haue this 
holye contra& kept and obſerued , and 
howe ſure and faſt a knot it is, which may 
. no wiſe be looſed, according as we bee 
A hti in the 19. Chapter of S. Mathewes 


3 The 
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T He Phariſies came wnto Chriſte to tempt 
Math.ry, him and to feele his minde ſaying, Is it law- 
full for a man to put away his wife for enery light 
cauſe? He anſwered ſaying, Haue ye not reaa,that 
he which created man at the begining, made 
them male and femaleiſaying, For this thing ſhall 
man leane Father and Mother, and cleaue wnto 
his wife and they twaine ſhall be one fleſh, ſo that 
| they are no more two, but are one fleſh. Let uo man 
| therefore put a ſunder that, which God hath cou- 
pled together, | 


I F ye beliene affuredly theſe words,which 
our Lord and Sauiour did ſpeake(accor- | 
ding as ye hauc heard them now rehearſed 
out of the holy Goſpell) then may you bee 
certaine that God hath euen ſo knit you 
rogether in this holy eſtate of wedlocke, 
Wherefore apply your ſelues to liue toge- ; 
ther in Godly lone, in Chriſtian peace and | 
good example,cuer holding faſt the bande 
of charity without any breach, keeping 
faith and trueth the one to the other,cuen 
as Gods word doth appoint. 


q Then the Miniſter comnendah them to God, in 
| this or ſuch like ſort, Y 1+ 


The Lord ſanRify & bleſſe you: the Lor 
powre the riches of his grace yppon- you, 
that 
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that ye may pleaſe him, . and liue together 
in holyloue to your lines end. So beit. 


qThenis ſung the 128. pſalme, [Bleſſed are they that 
feare the Lordz%c. Jor ſome other appertaining tothe 
{ame purpoſe. 


THE VISITATION OF 
THE SICKE, 


Ecauſe the viſitation of the ſicke isa 

thing very neceſlary, and yet notwith- 
ſtanding 1t 1s hard to preſcribe al rules ap- 
pertaining thereunto, we reterre it to the 
diſcretion of the godly and prudent Mini- 
iter,who, according as he ſceth the paticart 
afflicted, cyther may lift him vp with the 
ſweete promiſes of Gods mercy thorough 
Chriſt, if he perccine him much afraide of 
Gods threatnings:or contrariwiſc,if he be. 
not touched with the feeling of his ſinnes, 
may beate him downe with Gods 1uſtice: 
euermorelike a skilfull phyſition, framing 
his medicine according as the diſcaſe re- 
quireth: 8& 1f he perceiue him to want any 
neceſlaries,he not only releueth him accor 
ding to his ability, bur alſo prouideth by o- 
thers that hee may be furniſhed ſufhcient- 


4 ypon 


ly. Morcouer the party that is viſited,may 
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yppon neceſſary occaſion for tis comfort, 
ſend for the Miniſter:who' doth not onely 
make prayers tor him there preſently, bur 
alſo if it ſo require, commendeth him in 
the publike prayers to the Congregation. 


OF BYRIALL. 


'F He corps is reuerently- to be brought 
to the graue , accompanied with the 
neighbours in comely manner,without a- 
ny further Ceremonic, 


THE ORDER OF. THE EC- 
CLESIASTICALL DIS- 
' CIPLINE. 

' * A S no City, Towne, houſe or family, 

can maintainc their eſtate and proſ- 

per without policie and gouernaunce, e- 

The neceflitie Uen {o the Church of God, which requi- 
pi diſcipline. reth more purely to be gouerned, the any 
Citie or familic, cannot without ſpirituall 

1 - policte, and ecclefiaſycall diſcipline conti- 
b + Fpheſx, nue,increaſe and flouriſh. Andas the ( a) 
i Worde of God is the life and foule of this 
Church,ſo this godly order and diſcipline, 
Is as it were finewes in the bodye,, which 
knit & joyne the members togeather with 
decent order and comelines : itisa brydle 
to ſtay the wicked from their miſchiefs: it 


is 
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isa ſpurre to pricke forwarde ſuch as bee 
ſlow and- negligent : yea, and for all men 
itis the Fathers rodde,cuer ina readineſle 
to chaltiſe gently the faultes commirred, 
and ro cauſe them afterwarde to liue in 
more godly feare and reuercnce., Finally, 


it isan order left by God vntohis Church, ht diſci- * 


whereby men learne to frame their wils & a 
doings according to thelaw of God,by in- 
{trufting & admoniſhing one another,yea, 
& by correQing and puniſhing all obſtinat 
rebclles and contemners of the ſame. 
There are three cauſes chieflye which 
mooue the Church of God tothe exccu- (ecir oughtts 
ting of diſcipline . Firſt,tharmenof cuill > vid. 
conuerſation bee not nombred among 
Gods children,to their fathers(a)reproch, , ,.,... 
as if the Church of God were a Sancuarye 
fornaughty and vile perſons. _The ſecond 


reſpe&1s , that the good be not infe&ed "a 


with companying the euill: which things. 

Paule foreſaw , when he commaunded the 
Corinthians to baniſhe from among them 

the inceſtuous adulterer,faying,A lirtle(6) LEG 
lcauen maketh ſowre the whole lumpe of | 
dowe. 'The third cauſe is, that a man thus 
corrected, or- excommunicated, might bee 


(0)aſhamed of his fate, and ſo through re-., . qc. 


pentaunce- come to' amendement : the :x.cor.s. 
which 


For what cau- 


| 


The order .of 
pcoceeding in 
pnuare ditct- 
pline, 


- Math.18, 


luke. 17. 
1am. 5. 


leuit. 19. 


cipline, 


VVhae things 
are tu be ob. 


ſarued in pri» 
L vate diſcipline . | * . 
- - . conſcience, rather ſeeking to win our bro- 


Publique dif- 
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which thing the Apoſtle calleth deliuering 
to Satan, that his ſoule may be ſaued in the 
day of the Lorde: meaning that he might 
be puniſhed with excommunication , to 
theintent his ſoule ſhould not periſh for c- 
uer. 

birſt therefore itisto be noted that this 
cenſure,corre&ion or diſcipline, is eyther 
priuate or publique : priuate, as if a man 
commit either in maners or doQrine a- 
gainſt thee,to admoniſh him brotherly (2) 
betweene him and thee: if fo behe {tub- 
burnly reſiſt thy charitable aduerriſmenrs, 
or els by continuaunce in his fault,declare 
that he amendeth not, then,after he hath 
beene the ſecond time warned in preſence 
of two or three witneſſes, and continueth 
obſtinately in his errour, he ought,as our 
Sauiour Chriſt commaundeth, to be'dif- 
Cloſed and vttered to the Church , fo that 
according to publique diſcipline , he ey- 
ther maye bee receined through repen- 
taunce,or elſe be puniſhed , as his faultre- 
quireth. "4 

And heregas touching priuate diſcipline, 
three things are to be noted. Firſt, that our 
admonitions proceede of a godly zeale & 


ther,then to flaunder him . Next,that - 
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be aſſured;rhar his fault be reproneable by 
Gods Worde. And finally, that we vicſuch 
modeſty and wiſdome,thatit we ſomwhat 
doubt of the marter,whereof we admoniſh 
hin, yet with. godly exhortations he mayc 
be brought to rhe knowledge of his fault. 
Or it the faulc appertaine to manye,or be 
known of diuers, that our admonirtion be 
done in preſence of ſome of them. | 
Briefly,it it cohcerne the whole Church, 
1n ſuch ſort that the concealing thereot 
might procure ſome daunger to the ſame, 
that then it be-vtrered tothe Miniſters,8& 
Seniors, to who the policic of the Church 
doth appertajne. 
Alſo in publike diſcipline it is to be 0bſer- of publique 
ned, that the Miniſtery pretermir nothing ©{Cpline,and 
at anye time ynchaſtiſed with one kinde thereof, 
of. puniſhment orother, if they perceiue 
anye thing in the Congregation , eyther 
euill in example, flaunderous in maners, 
or not beſeeming their profeſsion : as it 
there be anye couctous perſon, anye adul- 
rerer,or fornicater, forſworne,theefe, bry- 
ber, falſe witnes bearer, blaſphemer,drun- 
kard,flaunderer,vſurer, any perſon diſobe- 
dient , ſ{editious or. difſolute, anye hereſie 
or ſe&, as Papiſticall, Anabaprtiſticall and 
ſuch like : brieflye, what ſoeuer it bee thar 
might 
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« Fphet.z, might(a)ſport the Chriſtian Congregation, 

wn. whartſoeuer is not to Stication 

ought not to eſcape cither admonirion or 
puniſhment. 

And becauſe it commeth to paſſe ſome- 
time in the Church of Chriſt,that when o- 
ther remedies affayed, profit nothing, they 
muſt proceede to the Apoſtolicall rod and 
correction, as vato excommunication:it is 
ordayned , that nothing be attempted in 
that behalfe without the determination of 
the whole Church: wherein alfo they muſt 
beware & take good heed,that they feeme 
not more ready to expell from the Con- 
gregation,then to recetue againe thoſe, in 
whom they perceiue worthy fruites of re- 

ntance to appeare :neither yet to forbid 
- him the hearing of Sermons, which isex- 
cluded from the Sacramentes and other 
dueties of the Church, that he maye haue 


\ Gods wordis liberty and occaſion to repent: finally,that 


yr x 3 Tm all puniſhments, correQons, cenſures and 
pn admonitions h no further, then 


Gods worde with mercy may 
lawfully beare. 


-. PINIS. 


T his may bee ſufficient for particuler ( ongrega- 
tions : for the viſnation whereof and deciſion 
of carſes,which canzor bee ended in them and 
ſuch like : meetings, ( onferences, and Synodes 
of Miniſters and Elders,'choſen by particuler 
( h:erches and meetinges,are to bee held(az the 
Miniſters for time and place ard other cir- 
cumſtances,ſhall thinke meete)m this order: of 
euery twelne (burches a meeting, which may 
be called a ( onference:another of al ſuch ( on- 
ferences in a Shier, which may bee called the 

eate (conference : and of Synodes the Pro- 
wmciall, riſing of the delegates of twelue great 
{ onferences : and the nationall of allthe Pro- 
winciall Synoades. Pronided that nothing be 
done contrarie to anye order ſet downe in this 
booke. 


